
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



  

   

 

   

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

27. Recent developments include the introduction of the Financial List and procedural 

innovations such as the shorter trial pilot scheme, the flexible trial pilot scheme and 

the market test case procedure, all of which I was closely involved with. 

28. The importance of learning from and with other countries has been emphasised by the 

initiative to establish the Standing International Forum of Commercial Courts, which 

had its first meeting in London last May. Its membership is drawn from commercial 

courts from across the world and its purposes include ensuring that best practice is  

shared and courts work together to keep pace with rapid commercial change. 

(4) The availability of high quality legal advice and dispute resolution services 

29. London is home to many of the world’s leading international law firms. More than 200 

overseas law firms from 40 jurisdictions practise in London, including over 100 US law 

firms. It has a strong independent Bar.  It also has a large pool of court experts and 

providers of other court services such as translators, interpreters, stenographers, 

transcribers, IT services and electronic trial assistance. Mediation is established and 

encouraged and there are many experienced mediators, as well as mediating bodies, 

such as CEDR. 

30. Brexit will have no effect on any of these or other recognised reasons for choosing 

English jurisdiction. 

31. One area on which Brexit will have a potential effect is the recognition and enforcement 

of jurisdiction agreements and judgments within the EU. 

32. This is an aspect which will be discussed in further detail in Session 2, but the UK 

government’s position paper  makes it clear that it will sign up  to the 2005 Hague  

Convention on Choice of Court Agreements (“the Hague Convention”) under which 

exclusive jurisdiction clauses are required to be recognised and enforced, including by 

the EU. It will also seek to sign up to the 2007 Lugano Convention (“the Lugano II 



 



 



 


