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 REGULATION 28 REPORT TO PREVENT FUTURE DEATHS 

THIS REPORT IS BEING SENT TO: 
 

1. Department of Health, London 
 
 

1 CORONER 
 
I am Ms L Hashmi, Area Coroner for the Coroner area of Manchester North. 
 

2 CORONER’S LEGAL POWERS 
I make this report under paragraph 7, Schedule 5, of the Coroner’s and Justice Act 2009 and Regulations 28 
and 29 of the Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013. 

 

3 INVESTIGATION and INQUEST 

On the 16th June 2017 I commenced an investigation into the death of Timothy John Smedley. 
 

4 CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH 
 
Against a backdrop of fluctuating emotional vulnerability, enduring alcohol addiction and depression, the 
deceased was found at around 17:20 hours on the 7th June 2017 in a shallow waterway at the foot of 
Rakewood Viaduct.  He had sustained catastrophic injuries. The fact of his death was confirmed by 
Paramedics later the same day. 
 
The conclusion that I reached was suicide. 

 
5 CORONER’S CONCERNS 

During the course of the inquest the evidence revealed matters giving rise to concern.  In my opinion there is 
a risk that future deaths will occur unless action is taken.  In the circumstances it is my statutory duty to 
report to you. 

 

The MATTERS OF CONCERN are as follows:- 

 

1. The lack of (joint) access to NHS records by ‘out of hours’ services such as GPs, Urgent Care Centres etc. 
resulting in unsafe, fragmentation of care.  
 
2. The difficulties that patients with known alcohol addiction face in accessing appropriate and timely mental 
health services, alongside an apparent lack of awareness surrounding the complexities their presentation.   

 

  

6 ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN 
 
In my opinion action should be taken to prevent future deaths and I believe each of you respectively 
have the power to take such action. 

 



 

7 YOUR RESPONSE 
 
You are under a duty to respond to this report within 56 days of the date of this report, namely the 11th 
January 2018.  I, the Coroner, may extend the period. 
 
Your response must contain details of action taken or proposed to be taken, setting out the timetable for 
action.  Otherwise you must explain why no action is proposed. 
 

8 COPIES and PUBLICATION 
 
I have sent a copy of my report to the Chief Coroner and to the following Interested Persons namely:- 
 

- Tim’s family 
- Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust 
- Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Great Britain (for information only) 
- Al-Anon, London (for information only) 

I am also under a duty to send the Chief Coroner a copy of your response. 
 
The Chief Coroner may publish either or both in a complete or redacted or summary from. He may send a 
copy of this report to any person who he believes may find it useful or of interest.  You may make 
representations to me the coroner at the time of your response, about the release or the publication of your 
response by the Chief Coroner. 
 

9 Date:               16th November 2017                                           Signed:  

 


