Order 15.11: Forced Marriage - Declaration of Invalidity
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the Family Court	No: [Case number]
sitting at [Court name]






[The Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007] /
[The Family Law Act 1996] /
[The Senior Courts Act 1981]



The [Person] / [People] to be Protected [is] / [are]:

[[name] (an adult born on [date of birth])] /
[[name] (a [boy] / [girl] born on [date of birth])]
(ADAPT AS APPROPRIATE)

After hearing [name the advocates(s) who appeared]
After consideration of the documents lodged by the applicant
After reading the statements and hearing the witness[es] specified in paragraph [para number] of the recitals below

ORDER MADE BY [NAME OF JUDGE] ON [DATE] SITTING IN [OPEN COURT] / [PRIVATE]

The parties
1. The applicant is [applicant name] (represented by [applicant firm name]).
The respondent is [respondent name] (represented by [respondent firm name]).
(SPECIFY ANY ADDITIONAL RESPONDENTS)
(SPECIFY IF ANY ADULT PARTY ACTS BY A LITIGATION FRIEND)
(SPECIFY IF THE CHILDREN OR ANY OF THEM ACT BY A CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN)

2. Unless otherwise stated, a reference in this order to ‘the respondent’ means all of the respondents.

Recitals
3. The judge read the following documents:
[Insert details]
(NOTE THESE DETAILS SHOULD BE INCLUDED AS AN EXCEPTION TO THE HOUSE RULES)

4. The judge heard the following oral evidence:
a. [Insert details]

5. The declaration below is made in circumstances where relief by means of a decree of nullity is barred by virtue of sections 13(2) and (4) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973.

6. The court was satisfied on the evidence that [name of person to be protected] did not validly consent to be married to [respondent name] at the ceremony of marriage held at [place] on [date].

IT IS DECLARED THAT:
7. There is no marriage between [name of person to be protected] / [applicant name] and [respondent name] which is entitled to recognition as a valid marriage in England and Wales.

AND IT IS ORDERED THAT:
8. [Insert provision re costs]


Dated [date]
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