
  

  
  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

 

 

 

 
 

 

    
  

 

   
 

   

 

   

   

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 

 

 

  
 

 

Judgment Approved by the court for handing down. Henderson -v- Dorset Healthcare NHS Trust 

“She had come to try to raise you in your flat when you had 
effectively locked yourself away for the previous few days. 
That she should die in these circumstances is the principal 
tragedy in this case, of course. What, however, is clear from 
all the evidence, expert and otherwise, is that when this awful 
event occurred you were in the midst of a serious psychotic 
episode, derived from the schizophrenia which has affected 
you for the best part of the last 15 years or so. 

“For much of that time the condition has been kept under 
control with the assistance, including medication, that you 
have received from the local psychiatric teams with whom 
you have been in contact. Unfortunately the team was unable 
to get to you in time to prevent the terrible tragedy last year. 

“There has, as Mr Grunwald has said, been a full review of 
the care being given to you at the time, and it is, I think, 
inappropriate for me to make any comment one way or the 
other about that, save to say that it is plain that lessons have 
been learned from it, as I understand, having read the report. 

“The one thing that is clear, from the report, is a conclusion 
that there was little, if any, basis for believing that your 
mother would be a potential victim of any violence that you 
might display in a psychotic episode, and that conclusion and 
analysis seems to have been borne out by the two expert 
opinions that I have read in the context of this case. 

“When you recovered from that psychotic episode, as you 
did, you appreciated fully what you had done, and you were 
distressed beyond measure. 

“The very detailed and comprehensive reports I have seen 
from Dr Bradley and Dr Lord, to whom I express my 
appreciation, demonstrate clearly that your ability to act 
rationally and with self-control at the time of the incident was 
substantially and profoundly impaired, because of the 
psychotic episode to which I have referred, and to the extent 
that you had little, if any, true control over what you did. 

“That means that the conviction for manslaughter by reason 
of diminished responsibility is obviously the appropriate 
verdict, and the prosecution has undoubtedly correctly 
accepted that is so. 

“It is also that mental health background that informs and 
largely dictates how this case should be disposed of. It is quite 
plain that in your own interests, and in the interests of the 
public, if and when you are released, that the most important 
consideration is the successful treatment and/or management 
of your condition. 

“I should say that there is no suggestion in your case that you 
should be seen as bearing a significant degree of 
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