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Professor Paul MarksHer Majesty's Senior CoronerDistrict of Kingston upon Hull andthe East Riding of YorkshireThe GuildhallAlfred Gelder StreetHULLHUI 2AA

22 March 2019

Dear ——A
Re: Garry Clarkson (deceased)
Thank you for your letter of 31 January 2019, and a report made under the Coroner's and JusticeAct and Regulations 2013.
The Council has carefully considered the Coroner's concerns and has responded withinformation which we hope you will find helpful. However, please let me know if we can be ofany further assistance.
Yours sincerely

Director of Environment and Neighbourhood Services
Enc

Caroline Lacey
Chief Executive

Ki  Youfnmwww.eastriding.gov.uk



MATTER OF CONCERN - REGULATION 28 CORONER’S REPORT
The Coroner has been contacted on four occasions by a local Councillor, a member of Goole TownCouncil.  has brought to the attention of the Coroner that there have been three fatalities on theWestfield Lane carriageway near Hook and at the end of December 2018 there were two further accidentswhich thankfully were not fatal. The death which is the subject of the current inquest was not the first tohave occurred in this vicinity which clearly must be regarded as an accident blackspot.

REPONSE
Hook Lane/Westfield Lane is shown on the attached plan and is a road of some 2.4 kilometres in lengthrunning from the A614 Boothferry Road roundabout to Church Lane in Hook. The road name changesfrom Hook Lane to Westfield Lane at the Parish boundary 200 metres east of the M62 Ouse Bridge. Theroute is single carriageway with an historical, un-engineered configuration, a two lane road having apredominantly straight alignment with large radius bends providing a slight deviation from straight atpoints approximately 400, 900, 1200 and 1900 metres from the A614. The road is subject to the nationalspeed limit of 60mph, reducing to 30mph 130 metres prior to becoming Church Lane in Hook where thereis a set of double bends.

The Council regularly considers injuiy collisions that occur on the public highway network and anypatterns that result. Further to your letter, my officers have undertaken a further review of the collisionsalong Hook Lane/Westfield Lane between the village of Hook and the A614 Boothfeny Road. Ourrecords are based on the police injury collision database, we do not receive details of damage only collisionson the highway.
The accident which led to the current inquiry occurred on Wednesday, 27 June 2018 this is marked as ‘2018Collision’ on the attached plan and shown in the photograph A below:
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Photograph A: Westbound view of 2018 collision.



The approach to the site is shown on photograph B:
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Photograph B: Westbound view o£ 2018 collision.
The accident occurred on the opposite side of the carriageway to the pumping station; the driver of the vanlost control of his vehicle, left the carriageway and collided with a tree. The driver received slight injuriesand the passenger fatal injuries. I understand that this case is currently still under investigation by the

The Council has records of three previous fatal collisions on different parts of Hook Lane/Westfield Lanein the past four decades these are:
Thursday, 7 August 1997 at the entrance to Westfield Park Nursing Home. This is marked as ‘1997Collision’ on the attached plan and shown in photograph C:
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Photograph G Eastbound view of 1997 collision.



The 1997 collision occurred 850 metres from the site of the 2018 collision which led to the current inquiry.The 1997 collision occurred when an eastbound car driver turned right into the property across the path ofan oncoming motorcycle rider. Forward visibility is good at this location. The collision resulted in fatalinjuries to the rider of the motorcycle and slight injuries to the driver of the car. The Westfield ParkNursing Home entrance was improved when the site was redeveloped we believe in the late 2000’s andthere have been no collisions at this site since this was done.
A fatal incident occurred on Monday, 9 October 2006 at the pumping station near the site of the collisionwhich led to the current inquiry. The site of the collision is marked as ‘2006 Collision’ on the attached planand shown in photographs B and D:
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Photograph D: Westbound view of 2006 collision.
The accident occurred when a westbound car driver lost control and left the carriageway colliding with thepumping station fencing. The car driver and passenger suffered fatal injuries. The police investigationconcluded that the driver had his vehicle in an inappropriate position on the carriageway and lost controlon the slight right hand curve, failing in his responsibility for both his safety and that of his passenger dueto his actions or inactions, probably through error, misjudgement of inexperience.
The site of the collision on Tuesday, 19 April 2016 between Ouse Bridge and the A614 is marked as ‘2016Collision’ on the attached plan and shown in photograph E:
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Photograph E: Westbound view of 2016 collision.
This collision occurred 500 metres from the site of the 2018 collision which led to the current inquiry. Thecollision occurred when a westbound car driver was taken ill at the wheel and drifted into the path ofoncoming traffic, colliding with an oncoming car. The injuries received exacerbated pre-existing ill healthissues and the driver died on 30 April 2016. The other driver received slight injuries.
The Council has no records of any non-fatal collisions on Westfield Lane, Hook Lane or Church Lane inDecember 2018. We have a record on one other injury collision on the road in 2018, on 20 Novemberwhere an eastbound car driver lost control on the double bends in the 30mph Hook speed limit and leftthe carriageway into the ditch receiving serious injuries. The site of this collision is marked as ‘2018 BendCollision’ on the attached plan and shown in photograph F:

Photograph F: Eastbound view of 2018 bend collision.



This collision occurred approximately 1500 metres east of the site of the 2018 collision which led to thecurrent inquiry.

The Council does not propose to take any further action or to carry out further works to Westfield Lane orHook Lane for the reasons set out below.
Each year, the Council carries out a programme of highway engineering works prioritised on where injurycollisions have been recorded. In the five years prior to 2008, there were twelve recorded injury collisions(comprising one fatal, two serious and nine slight injury collisions) on Hook Lane/Westfield Lane/ ChurchLane, Based on this injury collision record works were carried out in 2008/9 along the length of the roadincluding surface dressing and inlays, an extension of the 30mph speed limit from Hook to incorporate thedouble bends and new signing along the route including chevron boards for the double bends on ChurchLane as shown in photograph G:
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Photograph G: Eastbound view of 30mph speed limit entry and view to Church Lane bends.
Since that time, we have monitored recorded injury collisions, traffic flow and speed. Injury collisions havereduced and some 3000 vehicles use the road each day, generally well within the speed limit, with an85%ile, or typical speed, of just over 47mph. In the five year period following the works carried out in2008/ 09, there were four collisions (all slight injury collisions).
To bring the figures up to date; in the ten years before the works thirty-two people were injured incollisions. In the ten years since the changes nineteen people have been injured, a decrease of 41%. Ofthose nineteen, four were injured due to drivers being taken ill at the wheel. This period of time includesthe accidents set out above that occurred in April 2016 and November 2018 as well as the 2018 fatalaccident the subject of your inquiry. The overall reduction in collisions and casualties since the workswould not indicate that further works need to be undertaken on Hook Lane/Westfield Lane/ Church Lane.Overall, this authority’s targeted action has resulted in a reduction in the number of collisions on HookLane/Westfield Lane. We have no evidence that Westfield Lane in the vicinity of the collision which is thesubject of your investigation is a "black spot". There have been three fatal collisions on HookLane/Westfield Lane in the past four decades. In relation to the 1997 fatality this would appear to be downto driver error, the entrance was improved when the site was redeveloped and there have been no



collisions at the site since this was done.
The collision at the pumping station in 2006 would also appear to be the result of driver error and the 2016fatality because of a pre-existing illness. Neither of these collisions suggest that further highwayimprovements would have prevented them from occurring. The information we have thus far in relation tothe 2018 fatality does not alter this conclusion.
I hope this will make it clear that the authority has previously considered the number and type of collisionsthat have occurred and has taken action to reduce them by works already carried out. We will continue tomonitor the route for flow, speed and injury collisions and take future action as appropriate.
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