
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SENTENCING REMARKS  

OF  

THE RECORDER OF SHEFFIELD  
HIS HONOUR JUDGE JEREMY RICHARDSON QC  

AT 

 THE CROWN COURT AT SHEFFIELD  
SITTING AT DONCASTER  

ON  

MONDAY 28TH JANUARY 2019  

REGINA  

V  

ELLIOT MASON CHRISTIAN BOWER  

DECLAN BOWER  

And  

MASON CARTLEDGE  

Preamble 

You may all remain seated. You must listen with care to what I am about to 
say. 

In the printed version of these sentencing remarks there will be headings for 
ease of reference. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

19. Where appropriate, I have well in mind the principle of totality when 
passing sentence upon you. I am also not unmindful of the age of each 
one of you. That is particularly so in the case of you, Cartledge, because 
you were aged 17 at the time these crimes were committed. You were, 
in common with your co-accused, a youth moderately well versed in the 
ways of crime. I have detected not a shred of naivety on your part or 
the part of your co-accused. 

20.Each one of you was well on the way to becoming a local practiced 
criminal. You were all living lives immersed in crime and it was 
becoming ever more serious crime as evidenced by the fact you were in 
a stolen high-powered motor car and had been for a day or so. That car 
was professionally disguised in the way that practiced villains seek to 
camouflage their criminal conduct. 

21. I shall come to the individual aggravating features of this case later in 
these sentencing remarks.  

The Crimes falling for Sentence 

Elliot Bower 

22.In your case Elliot Bower you fall for sentence for these crimes: 

(1) Causing the death of Adnan Jaral by dangerous driving (Count 1) 

(2) Causing the death of Muhammed Adnan by dangerous driving 
(Count 2) 

(3) Causing the death of Vlasta Dunova by dangerous driving (Count 3) 

(4) Causing the death of Miroslav Duna by dangerous driving (Count 4) 

(5) Causing serious injury to Erika Kroscenova by dangerous driving 
(Count 5) 

(6) Causing serious injury to Nicola Dunova by dangerous driving 
(Count 6) 

(7) Causing serious injury to Livia Matova by dangerous driving (Count 
7) 

(8) Possession of Cannabis on 31st July 2018 

(9) Failing to surrender to Bail on 22nd August 2018 

23. You have committed all these crimes during the operational period of a 
Suspended Sentence Order of 10 months for burglary. 



 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
  

 
  
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

Declan Bower 

24.You fall for sentence for the crime of Aggravated Taking of a Vehicle in 
which death was caused (Count 9) and Having a Bladed Article (Count 
10). 

Mason Cartledge 

25. You fall for sentence for the crime of Aggravated taking of a Vehicle in 
which a death was caused (count 11) and Possession of Cannabis (Count 
12). You committed these crimes during the currency of a Youth 
Rehabilitation Order in respect of Being Concerned in the supply of 
Class A drugs by providing the wrapping of the drugs.  I have the power 
to re-sentence you in respect of that crime. I have well in mind the 
guideline for sentencing youths in that regard. 

The Facts 

26.The facts of this case have been fully covered during the opening of this 
case this morning by Mr Richard Wright QC. I shall summarise the 
facts and identify the aggravating features.  The full opening is to be 
found at section T5 of the DCS. 

27. I am sure that during the evening of the 9th November 2018 the 
following was the position: 

(1) All of you were habitual criminals. 

(2) Each one of you knew you were wanted by the police. 

(3) Each one of you had a desire to avoid the police and thereby sought 
to evade justice. 

(4) Both, Elliot Bower and Declan Bower, had the utmost contempt for 
justice and the police which is self-evident by your social media 
posts in the days before 9th November 2018. I am convinced you 
were endeavouring to taunt the police. 

(5) The car in which you were all travelling on 9th November 2018 was 
stolen on 6th November 2018. It was a high-powered VW Golf and it 
had been stolen 3 days before. It had been materially camouflaged 
by a change in its registration plates to a number cloned from an 
entirely innocent member of the public. 

(6) I have no doubt whatever you were all operating in the swamp of 
professional criminal activity. However, you can all only be 
characterised as miserably wretched local criminals.     

(7) I am equally sure – based upon a reasonable inference – that each 
of you had attached yourself to an enterprise where you were each 



 

  
 
 

 
  
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

within a high-performance stolen car which, if required, would be 
used to evade capture. 

28.The weather on 9th November last was persistent rain and there was 
reduced visibility for road users. The road surfaces were wet. That is 
obvious from the DVD recording. 

29.The car in which you were all travelling, driven by you, Elliot Bower,  
was first seen on the Price of Wales Road to the east of the city.  The 
police simply noted the registration number. Much later, at about 
8.45pm, you were spotted on the Parkway by a police vehicle. They 
followed and pulled alongside. Having been spotted as wanted 
criminals, you then tried to evade capture.  

30.I shall cover the features of your exceptionally dangerous driving 
shortly. It was almost all captured by the camera in the police car. 

31. You drove along the Parkway at very high speeds and eventually pulled 
off that dual carriageway in to Darnall where the fatal collision 
occurred on Main Road. It is noteworthy that on the Parkway the DVD 
records the police car was travelling at 103mph and its still could not 
keep up with you. I wish to make it clear that not a jot of blame for 
this, attaches to any police officer.  It appears to me the police officer 
driving the police car in pursuit, drove with commendable skill in 
extremely difficult circumstances. 

32. The VW Touran, with its seven occupants including the driver, Adnan 
Ashraf, was waiting to turn right. They were all nearly home.  The VW 
Touran had been travelling in the same direction as you. Mr Ashraf 
then started to execute a faultless right turn and was at right angles to 
the main road when you, Elliot Bower, drove the stolen high-powered 
car into the side of the VW Touran. You did not brake, and you were on 
the wrong side of the road. You were travelling at approximately a 
speed a little short of 80mph. It is thought you were trying to overtake 
the VW Touran when it was manifestly unsafe to do so.  Such was the 
force of the catastrophic collision, the VW Touran was rotated 36o 
degrees and pushed 33 meters down the road.  The photographs of the 
damage to the VW Touran reveal the cataclysmic nature of the 
collision. 

33. There were seven people in the VW Touran – four were killed and three 
were grievously injured. Their lives have been ruined. 

34. The aggravating features of your driving – Elliot Bower – were these: 

(1) You were deliberately evading the police who were trying to 
stop you; 

(2) You were travelling in a stolen motor car; 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

37. When arrested, you Declan Bower, had possession of a lock knife and 
you, Cartledge, had possession of a quantity of cannabis consistent with 
personal use. 

38.In interview, you, Declan Bower, declined to answer questions. 

39. Cartledge, you were interviewed after you had been arrested. You had 
been contrite when arrested but this changed because you declined 
thereafter to answer questions.  It is noteworthy that when you were 
brought before the custody officer in December 2018 for interview 
about other matters, you bragged to the police about being in custody 
for these matters and expressed abuse towards the custody sergeant. 

Previous Convictions 

40.Each one of you has previous convictions. 

41. Elliot Bower, you have convictions for house burglary; and you were 
scheduled to attend before a court in August 2018 for breach of a 
suspended sentence order in respect of a house burglary.  You 
committed these crimes during the operational period of that order.  I 
see every reason to activate that sentence and make it consecutive to 
the sentence for these crimes. 

42.Declan Bower, you have an extensive criminal background, and this 
includes previous convictions for aggravated vehicle taking, attempted 
burglary, dwelling house burglary, handling, dangerous driving and 
other related crimes. 

43. Cartledge, you have previous convictions for drug dealing, acquisitive 
criminality, anti-social behaviour, and crimes connected to driving. 

44.I have the previous convictions of each one of you well in mind when 
determining sentence. 

The Mitigation 

45. All defence counsel have uploaded written submissions to the DCS and 
I therefore forbear to recite the details. I have their submissions well in 
mind when reaching my conclusions. 

Elliot Bower 

46.Mr Barradell has emphasised your guilty plea and the fact it was 
intimated to the prosecution after a consultation before the PTPH. 
Indeed, that point has been made by all defence counsel.  I have that 
point well in mind and it would have had currency if there had been 
any semblance of a purposeful reply in interview. There was not. In 
these circumstances I see no justification for departing from the 



 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

58.Even though I have made observations about your age, I have not lost 
sight of the fact you were a passenger and you were relatively young, 
albeit not criminally inexperienced. I have your age well in mind. 

59. I have also considered the contents of the PSR. 

The Sentencing Guidelines 

60.In respect of the crime of Causing Death by Dangerous Driving I shall 
pay close attention to the definitive guideline of the Sentencing Council 
for crimes of that kind. I have not the least doubt the circumstances of 
this case places it firmly with category 1.  There are many aggravating 
features, all of which I have already fully set-out, but I shall briefly 
rehearse: 

- 4 people were killed;  
- 3 others were grievously injured;  
- Complete disregard of warnings of the dangers of driving so  

dangerously and to stop the car; 
- Driving a high-performance stolen car; 
- Seeking to evade the police and apprehension;   

61. In respect of the causing serious injury by dangerous driving there is no 
guideline, but there is guidance from the Court of Appeal that this court 
should utilise the extant guideline to which I have made refence in a 
measured way and the factors already covered apply equally to this 
aspect of the case. 

62.In relation to the Aggravated Vehicle Taking when death arises the 
maximum sentence is 14 years.  There is no definitive guideline for this 
crime, but the features identified are equally relevant to this crime. It 
must, however, be noted that you, Declan Bower and Cartledge, were 
being carried in a motor vehicle and you were not the driver. Your 
culpability has to be calibrated with some care. 

63. I shall also pay close attention to the definitive guidelines in respect of 
possession of bladed article and possession of cannabis. 

64.In respect of the former, which relates to Declan Bower, I am satisfied 
this case falls within category A2. 

65. In respect of the later, which relates to Cartledge, I am satisfied this 
level of personal possession falls within a range up to 6 months 
imprisonment. 

66.I should add for the sake of completeness that I have well in mind the 
definitive guidelines in respect of reduction of sentence by reason of a 
guilty plea and the guideline covering the well-known principle of 
totality. 



 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Conclusion 

67. Having regard to all of the features of this case that I have identified 
already, this case demands severe sentences upon all of the defendants. 

68.I am very mindful of the ages of each one of the defendants and their 
criminal backgrounds. 

69.It is important I address the submissions of Miss Allam and Mr De La 
Poer. As I have already explained, the culpability of each non-driver in 
a case of Aggravated Vehicle Taking where a death occurs, must be 
carefully calibrated on an individual basis. 

70. In this case I have come to the conclusion that the two non-drivers 
were an integral part of the criminality. They had a vested interest – 
each of them – in evading justice and there is not a shred of evidence to 
suggest they were in any way endeavouring to stop what was occurring. 
I have given each of them the opportunity to explain by giving evidence 
and being subject to cross-examination.  They have each declined that 
offer. Neither of them has said anything in their police interviews and 
the only reasonable inference to make is that they not only had a real 
and pressing interest in making good their escape (as Cartledge sought 
to do when he could) but they each were compliant in an acutely high 
level of risk-taking. They had also been connected to the criminality 
surrounding the stolen care for some time.  They are at a level below 
the driver but not substantially lower.   

71. I have well in mind the ages of all of the defendants. I also have well in 
mind the principle of totality. 

72. I must also consider disqualification from driving and holding a driving 
licence in respect of each defendant. As each of you will be serving a 
custodial sentence, I am required to extend that period to reflect the 
date upon which you are likely to be released. In simple terms the 
disqualification I feel is just will not become operational until such time 
as you are released from prison. 

Elliot Bower 

73. There can be no doubt that you, Elliot Bower, must be punished the  
most severely, as you were the driver and had the power to stop this 
dreadful episode in its tracks. Your driving was persistently of an 
exceptionally dangerous kind.  I have no doubt at all, that following a 
trial you would have been sentenced to the maximum allowed and that 
would have been 14 years on count 1 to 4.  The maximum would also 
have been passed on counts 5 to 7 but those counts would have to be 
concurrent.  By reason of your guilty plea that sentence will be reduced 
to 10 years and 6 months. 



 



 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

respect of the class A drug offence.  I shall impose a consecutive 
sentence of 4 months detention in respect of that. I have assumed you 
pleaded guilty to that at the first reasonable opportunity and have given 
you full credit.  I have also taken into account the contents of the PSR 
about that. It must, however, be consecutive to the other sentence. 

87. The total sentence in your case is one of 7 years and 10 months 
detention. 

88.Apropos disqualification: you too will be disqualified for 5 years. 

Referral of these Sentencing Remarks to the Secretary of State for Transport 

89.Before passing sentence, I wish to make this observation.   It is my  
intention to refer these sentencing remarks to the Secretary of State for 
Transport. I am aware that HM Government has embarked upon a 
review of extant road traffic legislation including sentencing. It is not 
for me to recommend changes in the law. I simply invite those who 
have that responsibility, namely the Secretary of State, to consider the 
following point. 

90.It may be worthy of consideration whether a court, when there are 
multiple deaths arising from a single episode of dangerous driving, 
particularly when the dangerous driving is of an exceptionally serious 
kind – as in this case, should have power to impose a higher level of  
custodial sentence than would be permitted by the current law.  

91. I merely call this case to the attention of the Secretary of State for 
consideration. 

92.It is not for me to make this observation, but there may be some who 
feel that Parliament may wish to revisit the issue of the powers 
available to a court when sentencing in an exceptionally serious case of 
this kind. 

93. I repeat what I said earlier – the sentence I pass today is governed by 
the law which is operational today. I am bound by that law and I shall 
pass sentence in accordance with it.    

Sentence 

You will all now stand. 

Elliot Bower I impose the following total sentence upon you. 

You are sentenced to detention for 11 ½  years. 

That is made up as follows: 

Counts 1 to 4 – 10 years and 6 months concurrent on each count. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Counts 5 t0 7 – 3 years and 6 months concurrent on each count.  

For the possession of the cannabis on 31st July 2018 – 2 months concurrent.  

There will be a sentence of 2 months consecutive for the failure to surrender.  

I shall activate the suspended sentence and it will be consecutive to the main  
sentence – that is 10 months.  

I disqualify you from driving for 10 years.  An Extended Test order is made  

Once the necessary statutory criteria have been applied – as it has with the  
assistance of counsel – the total disqualification is 189 months.  

Declan Bower the total sentence I impose upon you is 7 years and 
10 months imprisonment. 

That is made up as follows:  

For the Aggravated Vehicle Taking (Count 9) – 7 ½ years.    

For Having a Bladed Article (Count 10) –  4 months consecutive.  

I disqualify you from driving for 5 years.  

Once the necessary statutory criteria have been applied – as it has with the  
assistance of counsel – the total disqualification is 152 months.  

Mason Cartledge the total sentence I impose upon you is 7 years 
and 10 months detention. 

For the Aggravated Vehicle Taking (Count 11) – 7 ½ years.   

For the Possession of Cannabis (Count 12) – 2 months concurrent.  

I re-sentence you for the class A drug matter and there will be a consecutive  
sentence of 4 months detention.  

I disqualify you from driving for 5 years.  

Once the necessary statutory criteria have been applied – as it has with the  
assistance of counsel – the total disqualification is 152 months.  

The appropriate statutory charge will apply in each of your cases.    

I shall now hear counsel as to the length of disqualification depending upon  
the length of the sentence I have imposed.  The disqualifications will, in effect, 
commence upon your release 



   
Take them down. 


