KEY SKILLS: ASSISTANT CORONERS
The following checklist of key skills should be completed and assessed by the senior coroner before a newly appointed assistant coroner (with no or limited previous coroner experience) can sit in court or make office decisions alone. This list of key skills should not be confused with the core competencies that form the basis for on-going appraisals.
	SKILL 
	DATE COMPLETED
	INITIALS OF SC
	INITIALS OF AC

	Knowing when a doctor can provide an MCCD
	
	
	

	Knowing when a death needs referral to the coroner
	
	
	

	Triaging deaths; deciding which require investigation and which can be signed as Form As
	
	
	

	Understanding the difference between preliminary inquiries and investigation
	
	
	

	Authorising post- mortems, histology, toxicology
	
	
	

	Authorising forensic post-mortems
	
	
	

	Approval of organ or tissue donation
	
	
	

	Considering COD following post-mortems; approving Form Bs; discontinuance
	
	
	

	Deaths overseas
	
	
	

	Issuing disposal certificates
	
	
	

	Opening inquests and fixing dates for future hearings
	
	
	

	Provision of disclosure
	
	
	

	Knowing when and how to hold a PIR hearing
	
	
	

	Conducting straight- forward inquests; R23 inquests
	
	
	

	Completing Records of Inquest
	
	
	

	Transfers between coroner areas
	
	
	

	Out of England orders

	
	
	

	Response to a mass fatality event in the area
	
	
	


Signed (SC):                                 Signed (AC):                                   Date:
This form should be sent to the Chief Coroner’s office once completed.

