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A review will also be conducted to assess the data on harm from delayed
haemorrhage following removal of central venous catheters from other sites which
will inform if any further work is required.

In the interim, immediate action has been taken to issue an advisory alert to bring this
area of concemn to the attention of renal units in England and ask that they review
their current practices, paying particular attention to precautions such as pressure
being applied to the exit site for no less than 15 minutes and a period of bed rest post
procedure of no less than an hour. The level of patient observation and supervision
post procedure is highlighted as a particular area of concern in the alert.

Finally, I am advised by NHS Improvement that it has worked closely with The
Renal Association, the British Renal Society and the Intensive Care Society to
support learning from the National Reporting and Learning System (NRLS) data and
to encourage the development of their clinical best practice guidance. Once the
resources have been produced either for safe removal of femoral lines or safe removal
of all types of central lines, NHS improvement will propose accelerating their
adoption via an NHS Improvement Patient Safety Resource Alert.

I hope this response is helpful.
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