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Non-legal Members – Special Immigration Appeals Commission (‘SIAC’), Proscribed Organisations Appeal Commission (‘POAC’), and Pathogens Access Appeal Commission (‘PAAC’)
Qualifications
HMCTS is recruiting non-legal members of SIAC, POAC and PAAC. You are eligible if you have experience at a senior level handling top secret material in government, in the military or in police service, or in the field of security. You must hold DV clearance (DV clearance is still valid up to a year after retirement) or have had DV clearance in the recent past and be confident that it will be renewed.  The retirement age is 70. We would expect a reasonable length of service of 5 years. As a guide, past recruits have held the rank of ambassador, brigadier, or above, or an equivalent rank in the police or security services. 
The work
SIAC is an independent superior court of record. People appeal to SIAC against decisions by the Home Office to deport or to exclude them from the United Kingdom, to deprive them of British citizenship, or to refuse an application for naturalisation, when the Secretary of State relies, in whole, or in part, on national security grounds.

POAC and PAAC are also independent. The Terrorism Act 2000 enacts a regime for proscribing organisations which the Secretary of State believes are concerned in terrorism. POAC hears appeals when the Secretary of State refuses an application to de-proscribe an organisation.
PAAC hears appeals from anyone who is aggrieved by a direction under section 64 of the Anti-terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001 which prevents him or her from having access to any dangerous substance. 

In all three jurisdictions, a panel of three sits to hear and to decide appeals. In SIAC, the panel consists of a non-legal member and an Upper Tribunal Judge and is chaired by sitting or retired a High Court Judge.  The only requirement for panels in POAC and PAAC is that one of the members must be a sitting or retired High Court Judge.
Your ability to scrutinise and evaluate sensitive material in a rigorous and independent way will help to ensure that SIAC POAC and PAAC decisions are balanced, informed and fair.  
SIAC panels hear ‘rule 38 applications’ about disclosure, preliminary issues (for example about foreign nationality law) and substantive hearings. Substantive hearings usually last from 3-5 days but can last much longer.  The issues in POAC and PAAC are different, but there is an equivalent of a rule 38 hearing.
One of the aims of SIAC, POAC and PAAC, which you will help to achieve, is to ensure that as much material as possible, consistently with the interests of national security, is considered in OPEN hearings, which the appellant and his OPEN representatives, and the Press and public, can attend. All other material is considered in CLOSED hearings, from which the appellant, his representatives, the Press and the public, are excluded. The appellant is represented in those hearings by an independent Special Advocate, or Advocates.
Conflicts
If you currently hold a position with strong links to the decision-making of the Home Office, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the Security Services or any related law enforcement or military bodies, you will not be considered for appointment, because of the risk of a perception of bias.

Number of vacancies
-
5
Fee per sitting day
-
£453.18
Launch date

-
15 July 2020

Closing date

-
26 August 2020
Location


-
Field House, Bream’s Buildings, London

Interviews
-
Interview will be held on a date to be confirmed, when it is safe to do so.
An Information Pack can be found at https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/hmcts-recruiting-five-non-legal-members-of-the-special-immigration-appeals-commission/ 


