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Regulation 28: REPORT TO PREVENT FUTURE DEATHS

NOTE: This from is to be used before an inquest.
REGULATION 28 REPORT TO PREVENT DEATHS

THIS REPORT IS BEING SENT TO:

1 Chief Executive, , Lambeth Borough Council, Lambeth Town
Hall, Brixton Hill, SW2 1RW

2 Chief Executive, , West Sussex County Council, County Hall,
Chichester, West Sussex

1 CORONER

I am Bridget Dolan, Assistant Coroner, for the coroner area of West Sussex.

2 CORONER’S LEGAL POWERS

I make this report under paragraph 7, Schedule 5, of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009
and regulations 28 and 29 of the Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013.

3 INVESTIGATION

On 16 December 2020 I commenced an investigation into the death of Brian James EASEY
aged 79. The investigation has not yet concluded and the inquest has not been heard.

4 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DEATH

Mr Easey was diagnosed with mesothelioma in September 2020. He provided a witness
statement dated 21.10.20 setting out an account of his work exposure to asbestos as
follows:

In 1965 Mr Easey began working as a registrar for the London Borough of Lambeth and
later became a deputy superintendent. He worked there for 19 years. Mr Easey believed
that he was exposed to asbestos whilst working at 340 Brixton Road, on a daily basis he
would frequently have to enter a fire-proof, strong-room repository room that is believed to
have been clad with asbestos. The room was very dusty and the registers would be covered
with layers of dust. He stated he often picked them up and used his arm to remove the dust
or blew on it to disperse it. There was no ventilation was in the room.

Mr Easey later started working for West Sussex County Council (WSCC) in 1984 as a
superintendent registrar. For the first 16 years working for WSCC he was based at 15 Mill
Road, Worthing. Mr Easey stated that he was exposed to asbestos in the fireproof
repository, as the door contained asbestos and the walls were made from asbestos
insulation boards. Mr Easey stated that he would enter the room frequently on a daily basis.
Mr Easey would brush away the dust with his sleeve causing the dust to be released into
the air around him. Mr Easey would often search for records and be leaning against the
walls which would leave dust marks on his clothes.

Mr Easey has stated that in around 2006 WSCC decided to relocate to Centenary House in
Worthing and due to this Mr Easey spent a lot of time in the room moving records and
preparing them for transportation. He described it as an extremely dusty process. He
undertook this work alone and would be covered in dust by the end of his day. The records
relocated to Centenary House were located in a larger modern strong room.

In August 2020 Mr Easey began feeling breathless and as a result he was sent for a CT scan
and tests. He was diagnosed with biphasic mesothelioma on 17 September 2020 and died
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from this condition on 13 December 2020.

5 CORONER’S CONCERNS

During the course of the investigation my inquiries revealed matters giving rise to concern.
In my opinion there is a risk that future deaths could occur unless action is taken. In the
circumstances it is my statutory duty to report to you.

The MATTERS OF CONCERN are as follows:

(1) In view of Mr Easey’s description of the dust present on the council records
in both locations there appears to me a real risk that that these records
were, and remain, contaminated with asbestos fibres;

(2) Should there currently be asbestos fibres present on the records this
presents a risk of asbestos exposure to all those whose come into contact
with the records with an associated risk of developing fatal mesothelioma.

6 ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN

In my opinion action should be taken to prevent future deaths and I believe you (and/or
your organisation) have the power to take such action.

7 YOUR RESPONSE

You are under a duty to respond to this report within 56 days of the date of this report,
namely by February 15, 2021. I, the coroner, may extend the period.

Your response must contain details of action taken or proposed to be taken, setting out the
timetable for action. Otherwise you must explain why no action is proposed.

8 COPIES and PUBLICATION

I have sent a copy of my report to the Chief Coroner and to the following Interested
Persons

I have also sent it to the solicitors managing Mr Easey’s civil claim, who may find it useful
or of interest. Slater and Gordon, Haywood House North, Dumfries Place, Cardiff, CF10
3GA.

I am also under a duty to send the Chief Coroner a copy of your response.

The Chief Coroner may publish either or both in a complete or redacted or summary form.
He may send a copy of this report to any person who he believes may find it useful or of
interest. You may make representations to me, the coroner, at the time of your response
about the release or the publication of your response by the Chief Coroner.

9 Dated: 21/12/2020

Bridget DOLAN
Assistant Coroner for
West Sussex Coroners Service
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