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About me;

 Consultant Paediatric Radiologist since 2012

 Training; Leeds, Toronto, Barcelona.

 Providing expert reports for the family courts 

since January 2017.

 Skeletal and neuroimaging.

 Approximately 30 reports/year.



Practical Considerations….
 “Are you ready/good enough to be an expert”?

 What constitutes an expert ?

 Difficult to define

 Individual experience/practice

 Know the Research (limitations thereof)

 Court Judgement

 Internal/External Peer review

○ “Northern Heads”* - Established by Manchester/Alder 

Hey

 Familiarity with Part 25 “Experts and 

Assessors”



Practical Considerations…..

 Taking on Instructions…

 Recommendations/personal contacts

 Working through an agency ?

 Process
 Queries re: availability/remit/COI/cv/costs

 Letter of Instruction

 Receipt of Court bundle/Imaging

 Provide your Report/invoices

 Follow-up questions

 Expert’s meeting

 Factfinding hearing (Court attendance “giving evidence”)

 Judgement

 Courses



What I have learned….

 Open-minded but always say what you think (and 
explain why).

 Never be scared to change your mind (and explain 
why).

 The radiology (medical) evidence is not the only 
consideration.

 Recognise that it’s ok to say you don’t know.
 Acknowledge the limitations of your personal 

experience/knowledge.

 Acknowledge the limitations of research. 

 Not to be intimidated by the process.
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Conclusions

 Frustrating

 Time-consuming

 Stressful

 Hugely rewarding

 Intellectually challenging

 Insight into other peoples lives
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