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         05/08/2020 
 
Ref: Mr Charles Elphicke 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
My name is Neil Wiggins. I am a 53-year-old company director born in Dover 28/01/1967. 
 
I first met Mr Elphicke, who I shall hereafter refer to as Charlie, in 2010 on the day when he took up 
the seat in Parliament for Dover and Deal, to which he had just been elected for the first time. I had 
written to him during the election campaign of 2010 with some ideas as to how the then proposed 
privatisation of the Port of Dover could be successfully countered in such a way as to ensure that the 
port would either remain as a Trust Port or be transferred into the ownership of its local community 
in perpetuity. Charlie’s response was to invite my family and I to the Houses of Parliament once he 
had taken up his position so that I could give him a complete briefing whilst my family were given a 
tour of The House. On this occasion we spoke for a couple of hours and it was during this meeting 
that the foundations of what became a successful campaign to prevent the private equity sale of the 
Port of Dover were laid. 

Charlie and I worked closely together on this project over the succeeding 2 years and became friends 
during this time. We met quite often as families with Charlie, Natalie,  myself, 
my wife,  and our children ). As with pretty much 
any type of significant campaign to alter the course of action chosen by a government, our wives and 
children joined us on Saturday mornings distributing information, meeting with people and talking to 
them, helping us to deliver leaflets, attending Town Hall and Village Hall meetings and so on. My 
experience, and my family’s experience, of Charlie during this time was that he was a hardworking, 
earnest, and honest family man making every effort to serve the best long-term interests of all of his 
constituents. 

With the Government’s announcement on December 20th, 2012 that the port’s privatisation 
proposals were not approved, the initial campaign was successful. However, it remained important 
to secure the future of the port and put in place protections for the local community and the port’s 
workers to ensure that the port could not again, in a couple of years, try to repeat the privatisation 
process. So, Charlie and I continued to work closely together to ensure that overall policies and port 
governance structures, particularly at Dover, were changed and reformed. After a lot of hard work, 
these objectives were largely achieved in April 2014 with a major statement from the responsible 
Minister, Stephen Hammond MP, in Dover. Once again, during this time, my experience of Charlie 
was that of a hardworking MP determined to achieve the best outcome for Dover and Deal. 

Even after the Minister’s announcement, Charlie continued to work on this project for a further 2 
years to ensure that changes were implemented in a meaningful way. At this point I had to take a 
step back from campaigning because I was by now a candidate to become one of the port’s first 
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community Non-Executive Directors and it would have been inappropriate for me to continue to 
work on the project with Charlie. 

However, by this time we had become friends and our families were friends and we continued to 
meet up for BBQs, Christmas and New Year and my family and I lent Charlie and Natalie our 
assistance during the election campaigns of 2015, 2017 and 2019 (local, EU and General).  

The allegations on which Charlie has now been convicted came to all of us as a shock, because at no 
time since we first met in 2010 had he given me any cause to doubt his propriety or integrity. 

I have known Charlie as a man dedicated to working for the improvement of his constituency and of 
the lives of his constituents. He has been an ebullient character, enthusiastic, almost bouncy, in 
getting things done in a proper and thorough way.

. 

Of course, I am aware of Charlie’s recent court case and his conviction on three counts of sexual 
assault and the comments that I make today are made in the knowledge of the court’s findings.  

I have spoken with Charlie since his conviction and he seems very subdued and extremely sad. He 
has, after all, lost his wife and family, his home, and his job over his behaviour. This is already a great 
deal to lose and his lack of animation and the buoyant good humour that has always been his 
‘trademark’ during our friendship is quite concerning.  

 

Regards 

 

Neil Wiggins 
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To whom it may concern, 

My name is   and I work as a Caseworker for the 
Dover & Deal Conservative Party. 

I have known Charlie Elphicke since 2010 when he invited my father and the rest of my 
family to the Houses of Parliament, 

. 

my father continued to 
support Charlie on his election campaigns which I also joined, helping with canvassing and 
leaflet distributing on his election campaigns through the years. My father and Charlie 
became friends and we would all meet for BBQs in the summer and other family/friend 
gatherings. 

I have also worked with Charlie for work experience whilst I was still attending secondary 
school. I was able to witness all the hard work and dedication he put into being our MP, this 
also later inspired me into studying law at university. 

Charlie has always been polite, friendly, very charismatic and always very grateful for our 
help during his campaigns. I have never felt threatened or uncomfortable in his presence, 
which is why when the allegations were raised, I was very shocked. 

I am aware that Charlie has been convicted on three counts of sexual assault and the 
comments made are in the knowledge of the court’s findings. 
 
I have spoken to Charlie since his conviction and he seems very downcast and has lost his 
usual charisma and humour. Knowing the family personally makes the whole ordeal so hard 
to comprehend. 
 
Kind Regards, 
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Monday, 24 August 2020 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Re: Charlie Elphicke 
 
My name is . I was born on the at Erith in Kent. I have 
lived with my wife at – which is in the Constituency 
of Dover and Deal – since November 2001  

 
I first met Charlie Elphicke in July 2010, shortly after his election as Member of Parliament 
for my constituency. I had approached the British Council for help with 
promoting some of my novels. The British Council had refused in a 
manner that I thought unreasonable. I took my complaint to Mr Elphicke. After he had 
written a letter, the British Council changed its mind and cooperated 

 in a book tour of the country. 
 
My most recent approach to Mr Elphicke for help was in November 2018. My daughter’s 
music school had recently moved to larger premises. Its director had learned from an 
informal approach that these premises would not be liable for business rates. After moving in, 
the school was sent a rates demand for £15,000. I wrote to Mr Elphicke on behalf of the 
school to ask for help. His response was immediate and effective. The rates demand was 
withdrawn. I enclose a copy of Mr Elphicke’s reply to my request for help. 
 
On the basis of this personal matter and this matter of wider community interest, and on the 
basis of other matters that it would be redundant to list, I will say that I found Mr Elphicke to 
be an outstanding constituency Member of Parliament. In the near-decade that he sat for my 
constituency, he was always approachable, always sympathetic, always prepared to help in 
matters where he could legitimately intervene. 
 
I regularly met him in the streets of Deal. I was invited twice into his house in St Margaret’s 
Bay. On all occasions, I found him affable and even charming – never distant or overly aware 
of his status as a Member of Parliament. 
 
I am aware of the charges of sexual assault of which he was convicted earlier this month. I 
am writing in full knowledge of the evidence given against him by the prosecution, and I 
write this letter in the hope that it may be useful in any subsequent hearings.  
 
If I can be of any further assistance, please feel free to call on me. 
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To whom it may concern. 

Keith Single 

 

 

Retired Company Director 

I first met Charlie Elphicke (CE) in 2009 when he was the prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Dover.  I was then a volunteer at Dover and Deal Conservative 
Association. I subsequently became Treasurer in 2011, Chairman in 2014 and still 
hold that position.  I was CE’s Agent in 2017. 
 
CE can be radical when it comes to reform but is a traditionalist in his day to day life.  
He possesses a great desire to be successful. 
 
CE has been an exceedingly good MP evidenced by an increased majority in every 
General Election he stood, including 2017 when his majority was against the trend. 
 
His legacy will be that he fought off plans to sell off the English border and Port at 
Dover to the French and saving Buckland hospital. 
 
He had a rapport with every major employer in the area.  He knew the headmaster of 
every school.  He gave up time freely to join in with the community, talks at the 
Rotary club. School prize giving, and celebrating important local dates. 
 
He was very diligent concerning his duties towards his constituents regardless of 
their political persuasion. 
 
I am aware of the charges against CE and I have been following the trial.  
 

 
 
Keith Single 
Chairman 
Dover and Deal Conservative Association 
14 August 2020    
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 

6 August 2020 
 
 

  
 

 
Spain 
 

 
 
Occupation: English Tutor 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
I am writing in reference to Mr Charles Brett Anthony Elphicke, who is appearing 
before the court due to 3 x counts of sexual assault.  
 
I feel strongly about Charlie and about his future.  Therefore, I am writing this 
character reference based on the person I know and respect.  My view of him is not 
diminished despite the charges he now faces. 
 
I met Charlie approximately 10 or 11 years ago when I volunteered to assist the 
local Conservative Association in their bid for him to become the MP for Dover and 
Deal.  Over a period of time I have found him to be honest, hardworking, sincere, 
caring and fun. My husband,  was facing immigration problems.  Charlie was 
aware of this and said should he be elected he would, without making promises, ask 
that my husband’s case be looked into.  I thought no more of it.  However, within 6-
8 weeks of Charlie’s Election win we received a letter from the then Home Secretary 
to say my husband would be considered for British citizenship.  This had been a 16 
year battle for us.  Without Charlie’s assistance this would never have happened.  We 
were beyond relieved and ecstatic.  Charlie restored our faith in human nature.  We 
recognise him for what he is which is at heart a good man, who could have turned 
the other way, forgotten about us or was just in politics for himself.  We believe he is 
a rare human being and we still hold him in high esteem and regard him now as our 
friend. Additionally, a couple of years ago, I had some problems with HMRC.  I tried 
to sort it myself, but was getting nowhere.  I contacted Charlie and he intervened, 
and the matter was resolved (at the time there were a lot of stories in the UK press 
re HMRC problems so I wasn’t the only one). Charlie was a phenomenal MP for Dover 
and Deal and the local community benefitted massively because of his hard work. 
 
I know from being on the campaign trail with Charlie and the team his positivity, 
sincerity, confidence and leadership was infectious and real.  Everyone wanted to be 
with and on Charlie’s side, and bask in the glow.  I saw this effect on numerous 
occasions with my own eyes over many years.   My husband and I attended many 
Election nights, Association evenings or events.  We never saw Charlie behave or 
speak in an inappropriate/unprofessional way with anyone at any time. I, personally, 
have never heard anything negative about Charlie from anybody. 
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Prior to moving to Spain nearly 4 years ago, I worked full time as an Independent 
Living Manager for a major Registered Social Landlord in Kent and for 2 years sat on 
Dover Town Council  From time 
to time, in the latter capacity, I would also see Charlie at Public Meetings and various 
functions and, again, his behaviour was always professional.  Although I haven’t seen 
Charlie in person recently when I did speak to him briefly on the phone a few days 
ago I could tell things are bleak and dark just by his tone of voice.  The very least I 
can do, and my husband concurs, is to support him now for the person we know and 
trust. 
 
If you require anything further please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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From The Revd Jonathan Aitken 

 

 
 
 

 
To whom it may concern: 
 

Character Reference for Charles Elphicke  
  
My name is Jonathan William Patrick Aitken of  

  My date of birth is   
  
I am a Prison Chaplain serving at HMP Pentonville and also an ordained Priest 
serving as Assistant Minister at St Matthew’s Church, Westminster.  
  
Most of my previous career was spent in politics as a Member of Parliament and 
as a Minister of the Crown.   
  
I am the author of several books and in recent years I have done extensive 
charity work particularly in the field of Criminal Justice and Offender 
Rehabilitation.  
  
I have known Charles Elphicke for over 20 years.  I first met him in 1998 when 
he came to see me in my home near Deal to ask my advice about the prospects 
of becoming a Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for one of the East Kent 
constituencies.  I had just retired (compulsorily!) from front line politics after 
serving 24 years as Member of Parliament for East Kent constituency of South 
Thanet which is next door to the Dover and Deal constituency.  
  
In due course Charles Elphicke was selected as the Parliamentary Candidate 
and then elected as the Member of Parliament for Dover and Deal.  I saw him 
occasionally and I heard about him frequently because I continued to live near 
Deal, the second largest town in his constituency, where I have many friends 
and acquaintances.  
  
Charles Elphicke earned a good local reputation as a hard working Constituency 
MP.  The adjectives I often heard spoken about him by his electorate were 
“kind”, “hardworking”, “energetic” and “effective”.    
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When Deal Hospital was threatened with closure he fought and won a battle 
that has ensured it has stayed open.  He also campaigned successfully for the 
building of the new hospital in Dover.  
  
Charles Elphicke’s greatest achievements in terms of local and regional impact 
was to oppose the privatisation of the Port of Dover.  Instead Charles Elphicke 
successfully argued for the Port to remain in public ownership and to become 
a community led port.  It resulted in the creation of what is called “The People’s 
Port” of Dover, a community led port, which successfully runs and manages the 
huge Channel Port to this day. Charles Elphicke’s achievements in creating “The 
People’s Port” won much acclaim across all political boundaries.  
  
The adjective “kind” was often applied to Charles Elphicke in his constituency 
because of his caring attitude to the casework that he handled at his local 
“surgeries” as the MP for Dover and Deal.  
  
In the last few weeks, since his conviction, I have seen and talked to Charles 
Elphicke for personal and pastoral reasons.  As a former prisoner and now a 
Prison Chaplain myself I have been able to offer him some advice and guidance 
on how to handle the life of a prisoner if he should be given a custodial 
sentence.  
  
I have also had spiritual conversations with him.  He is a committed Christian 
and regular churchgoer.  He has made it clear to me, that he is deeply 
remorseful for his failings of character and behaviour which have led to his 
conviction.  I am certain that his penitence is sincere.  
  
I hope and pray the Court will temper justice with mercy when handing down 
its sentence on Charles Elphicke.  
  
 

 
 The Revd Jonathan Aitken
11 August 2020 
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