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Family Justice Council 
2022 – 2023 Business Plan
	Activity 1: Use of covert recordings in family law proceedings concerning children



	Led by: Natasha Watson and Jaime Craig – with Maud Davis, Jenny Beck and Karen Venables

	Time Scale


	April 2019 –



	Objective


	To consider the issues arising from covert recording from a multi-disciplinary viewpoint, and thereafter to make recommendations as to the formulation of FJC guidance.



	Outcome:  The development of guidance to encourage good practice in relation to the recordings of children and professionals so as to potentially diminish the need for covert recordings.  

 

	Next steps:
· Final draft including summary flowchart to be presented to Council in July 22 
· Stakeholder consultation exercise



	Activity 2: Communication and dissemination of FJC work.


	Led by: Secretariat and members

	Time Scale


	April 2019 –


	Objective


	To publicise the FJC and its work and to consider its role in signposting to online information.

	Outcome: Increased awareness of FJC business and improved use of the FJC webpages and other resources to enable better access and navigation of the family court for LiPs and stakeholders.



	Next steps: 
· Implement communications strategy to promote Council business - ongoing
· Review FJC guidance on website - ongoing
· Website updates – new working group to review website layout to ensure accessibility 
· Open meeting on 4 July 2022
· Base article to be published in Magistrates Association magazine
· Launch article for competency assessment guidance in Family Law



	Activity 3: Domestic Abuse


	Led by: Rosemary Hunter - with Melanie Carew, Matthew Pinnell, Natasha Watson, Judith Crisp, Louise Fleet, Jaime Craig, Jenny Beck, Judith Crisp and Karen Venables

	Time Scale


	April 2019 – summer 2022

	Objective


	To produce Best Practice Guidance to cover all aspects of domestic abuse cases including civil injunctions, private law children and financial matters.



	Outcome: Best practice and consistency in the family court.

	Next steps: 
· Due to a range of factors, including recent and forthcoming changes in the courts in relation to domestic abuse, it hasn’t been possible to finalise the best practice guidance.  This will come back for further discussion at the October meeting.

· The working group in its ongoing role will continue to monitor the operation of the family justice system in relation to domestic abuse from an interdisciplinary perspective, to respond to consultations and advise on areas for potential further work. 


	Activity 4: Experts in the family justice system


	Led by:  David Williams - with Jaime Craig, Colette Dutton, Mavis Amonoo-Acquah, Fiona Straw and Maud Davis

	Time Scale


	May 2019 –

	Objective


	To oversee the national implementation of recommendations emerging from the President’s Experts Working Group.

· Responsible for the delivery of training and mentoring at a regional level.

· Set up and supervise local committees across England and Wales.  

· Enable two-way channels of communication, information and support.



	Outcome: To promote the work of medical and health experts in the family justice system.

	Next steps: 

· Forge links with other bodies - in progress
· Consider report’s other recommendations – sub-groups and action plans confirmed
· Re-invigorate mini-pupillage scheme – in progress
· Symposium with breakout sessions planned for 12 October (Birmingham Children’s Hospital)
· Date of next working group: 14 September 2022



	Activity 6:  Death by Suicide within Family Proceedings: Awareness and support



	Led by:  Chair Colette Dutton - with Annie Bertram, Judith Crisp, Maud Davis, Fiona Straw, Jaime Craig, Rebecca Cobbin, Matthew Pinnell and Bernadette MacQueen.

	Time Scale


	April 2021 - 

	Objective


	To investigate the risk and resilience factors for suicide and self-harm and to consider what training would be helpful to support the judiciary and court participants.


	Outcome:   Best practice guidance and training and support for litigants and judiciary.

	Next steps:  
· Liaison with the FJO re research into the sequalae of family court proceedings and the potentially heightened risk of self-harm/suicide on participants.
· Consultation with any interested groups eg Family Rights Group/Zero Suicide Alliance on identification of risk and protocols on suicide prevention.
· Consideration of the impact of confidentiality of proceedings and barriers to notifying relevant agencies re risk of harm.
· Investigation of the availability of professional support for participants and the judiciary when a party has died by suicide.
· The working group to prepare an initial report for the FJC by September 2022 with a view to a final report three months later.  
· Preparation of best practice guidance.  
· Date of next meeting: September 2022 (TBC)



	Activity 7: Responding to allegations of alienating behaviour


	Led by:  Jaime Craig and Karen Venables – with Jenny Beck, Rosemary Hunter, Claire Webb, Fiona Straw, Melanie Carew, Matthew Pinnell and Bernadette MacQueen.

	Time Scale


	January 2022 – early 2023

	Objective


	To consider the issues arising from allegations of Alienating behaviour from a multi-disciplinary viewpoint

	Outcome:   Develop FJC Guidance as to how these complex allegations are responded to by the family courts

	Next steps: 

· The working group will work to a 12-month timetable, allowing approximately 4-5 months for the development of draft guidance, a period of external consultation and revision before a final draft being presented to the January meeting of the council 2023.

· Interim guidance on dealing with expert instructions in cases to be pursued and drafted by FJC in the form of a guidance note – COMPLETE
· Date of next meeting: September (TBC



	Activity 8:  Financial Remedies


	Led by:  Mr Justice Peel – with Judith Crisp.

	Time Scale


	January 2022 - 

	Objective


	An ad hoc committee to respond to financial remedy matter as and when they arise.

	Outcome:   Examples include: 
1. Responses to consultations

2. Updating the financial remedy guidance on the website  

3. Being on hand to help the FRC such as helping to draft information guidance

4. Any wider FJC work which would benefit from some financial remedy input


	Next steps: 

· Sub-groups have been set up to review existing guidance.
· The next meeting of the main group is due on 5 July 2022.



ON HOLD - 
	Activity 7: Medical mediation 



	Led by:  Chair TBC - with David Williams, Jaime Craig, Fiona Straw, Claire Webb and Melanie Carew 

	Time Scale


	April 2019 –

	Objective


	To explore how mediation can be deployed more frequently and effectively in medical treatment cases.



	Outcome: The development of a protocol or guidance for clinicians, parents and advisers and a model for the early use of mediation when dispute as to treatment emerges.

	Next steps: 

· ACTIVITY POSTPONED – June 2021.  
· Discussed at FJC March 2022 – RCPCH is interested in working with the FJC but do not currently have the resources to work with the FJC on this.
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