
Bridget Lindley Lecture – 08.03.2023 
Hidden in plain sight: trauma and the Family Court 
Dr Sheena Webb 
 
References & sources for the lecture 
 
Barnett, A. (2020) Domestic abuse and private law children cases.  A literature review.  
Ministry of Justice Analytic Series.   
 
Bloom, S. L. (2010). Organizational stress and trauma-informed services. A public health 
perspective of women's mental health, 295-311. 
 
Broadhurst, K., Mason, C., Bedston, S., Alrouh, B., Morriss, L., McQuarrie, et al (2017) 
Vulnerable birth mothers and recurrent care proceedings: Final main report. Lancaster: 
Centre for Child and Family Justice Research, Lancaster University.  
 
Broadhurst, K., Mason, C. & Webb, S.  (2018) Birth mothers returning to court:  Can a 
developmental trauma lens inform practice with women at risk of repeat removal of infants 
and children?  In Shaw, M. & Bailey, S. (Eds) Justice for Children and Families:  A 
Developmental Perspective. Royal College of Psychiatrists.    
 
Brooks, R (2020) The trauma and attachment aware classroom.  A practical guide to 
supporting children who have encountered trauma and adverse experiences.   London, JKP. 
 
Cloitre, M, Garvert, D.W., Weiss, B., Carlson, E. & Bryant, R.  (2014)  Distinguishing PTSD, 
Complex PTSD and Borderline Personality Disorder:  A latent class analysis.  European 
Journal of Psychotraumatology, 5(1).   
 
Cook, A., Blaustein, M., Spinazzola, J. & van der Kolk, B. (2003) Complex Trauma in Children 
and Adolescents. White Paper from the National Child Traumatic Stress Network Complex 
Trauma Task Force.   
 
Coventry P.A., Meader, N. Melton, H., Temple, M., Dale, H., Wright, K., Cloitre, M., Karatzias, 
T., Bisson, J., Roberts, N.P., Brown, J.V.E., Barbui, C., Chruchill, R. Lovell, K., McMillan, D., 
Gilbody, S.  (2020) Psychological and pharmacological interventions for posttraumatic stress 
disorder and comorbid mental health problems following complex traumatic events:  
Systematic review and component network meta-analysis.  PLOS Medicine, 17(8).  
 
Courtois, C. A., & Gold, S. N. (2009). The need for inclusion of psychological trauma in the 
professional curriculum: A call to action. Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, 
and Policy, 1(1), 3–23. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0015224 
 
Craig, L.A. & the Expert Witness Advisory Group (EWAG). Psychologists as expert witnesses:  
survey results from the expert witness advisory group (EWAG).  The Journal of Forensic 
Practice, 23(2), 77-89.   
 
Dancey, M. & Hellin, K.  (2022). Family justice:  the human condition.  Family Law.   

https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/a0015224
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/a0015224
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/a0015224


 
Harris, M. & Fallott, R. (2001). Envisioning a trauma-informed service system:  A vital 
paradigm shift.  New directions for mental health services, 3.   
 
Herman, J. (1992/2015) Trauma and Recovery.  Basic Books.   
 
Hunter, R., Burton, M. & Trinder, L. (2020). Assessing risk of harm to children and parents in 
private law children cases:  Final report.  Project report.  Ministry of Justice, London, UK.   
 
Karatzias T, Hyland P, Bradley A, Cloitre M, Roberts NP, Bisson JI, Shevlin M. Risk factors and 
comorbidity of ICD-11 PTSD and complex PTSD: Findings from a trauma-exposed population 
based sample of adults in the United Kingdom. Depress Anxiety. 2019 Sep;36(9):887-894. 
doi: 10.1002/da.22934. Epub 2019 Jul 3. PMID: 31268218. 
 
Mason, C., Taggart, D. & Broadhurst, K. (2020) Parental non-engagement within child 
protection services – how can understandings of complex trauma and epistemic trust help?  
Societies, 10(4).   
 
Mccrory, E & Viding, E (2015). The theory of latent vulnerability:  Reconceptualizing the link 
between childhood maltreatment and psychiatric disorder.  Development & 
Psychopathology, 27.   
 
Pause (2022) Set up to fail. Women’s experiences of psychiatric and psychological expert 
witness assessments during care proceedings.  Pause.org.uk.    
 
Potter, L. C., Morris, R., Hegarty, K., García-Moreno, C., & Feder, G. (2021). Categories and 
health impacts of intimate partner violence in the World Health Organization multi-country 
study on women’s health and domestic violence. International journal of 
epidemiology, 50(2), 652-662. 
 
van der Kolk BA, van der Hart O. Pierre Janet and the breakdown of adaptation in 
psychological trauma. Am J Psychiatry. 1989 Dec;146(12):1530-40. doi: 
10.1176/ajp.146.12.1530. PMID: 2686473. 
 
Webb, S. (2021) The toxic trio, adverse childhood experiences and the Family Court.  Seen 
and Heard, 31(2).  Nagalro.   
 
Webb, S. (2022) Beyond the timescales: Do we really have time to address parental trauma 
within the Family Court?  Seen and heard, 32(4) Nagalro.  
 
 
References on trauma-informed courts & lawyering 
 
Carnes, R. (2017). Raising the bar; a case for trauma informed lawyers.  Deakin Law School.   
 
Deutch, R., Drozd, L. & Ajoku, C. (2020) Trauma-informed interventions in parent-child 
contact cases.  Family Court Review, 58(2), 470-487.  



 
DeVault, A., Helfrick, V.A., Marsh, S.C. & Snider, K.M. (2018). Environmental considerations 
for trauma-responsive juvenile and family courts:  A review of the literature with 
recommendations for practice.  Juvenile and Family Court Journal, 69(2).   
Gerry, F. (2021) Trauma-Informed Courts Pt 2. New Law Journal 
 
Katz, S. & Haldar, D. (2016). The pedagogy of trauma-informed lawyering.  22 Clinical Law 
Review, 359.   
 
Marsh, S.C., Summers, A., DeVault, A. & Villalobos, J.G. (2016). Lessons learned from 
developing a trauma consultation protocol for juvenile and family courts. Juvenile and 
Family Court Journal, 67(3).  
 
Randall, Melanie and Haskell, Lori, Trauma-Informed Approaches to Law: Why Restorative 
Justice Must Understand Trauma and Psychological Coping (2013). (Fall 2013) The Dalhousie 
Law Journal 501., Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2424597 
 
 
Alternative perspectives on diagnosis & psychiatry 

Anda RF, Felitti VJ, Walker J, Whitfield, CL, Bremner JD, Perry BD, Dube SR, Giles WH. The 

enduring effects of abuse and related adverse experiences in childhood. A convergence 

of evidence from neurobiology and epidemiology Eur Arch Psychiatry Clin Neurosci.2006; 

56(3):174–86. 

 
Dr Lucy Johnstone – lecture on trauma and diagnosis 
https://youtu.be/p0ZYEgvOE0I 
 
Pompili et al (2022) The relationship between mental pain, suicide risk and childhood 
traumatic experiences.  Results from a multi-center study.  Journal of Clinical Psychiatry 
83(4).   
 
Van der Kolk, B. (2014) The Body Keeps the Score.  Penguin. 
 
 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=2424597
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16311898?ordinalpos=9&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16311898?ordinalpos=9&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16311898?ordinalpos=9&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
https://youtu.be/p0ZYEgvOE0I

