
Does the adopted adult know 
their birth name?

Adopted person or agency may 
apply for birth certificate directly 

from GRO online or by post 
using  Form B-ICR 

YesNo

Before 12 
November 1975

Between 12 
November 1975 
- 29 December 

2005

On or after 30 
December 2005

Date of 
adoption

Birth records 
counselling 
compulsory

Birth records 
counselling 

optional

Adopted person 
applies to GRO 

using Form BIBA

Adopted person 
applies to GRO 

using Form BIBA

Adopted person 
nominates 

Adoption Agency

Adopted Person 
elects counselling, 

nominates Adoption 
Agency

Adopted person 
declines 

counselling

GRO sends birth 
registration 

information to 
Adoption Agency

GRO checks 
identity of 

Adopted person

Adoption 
Agency checks 

ID, provides 
counselling

GRO sends Adopted 
person information 

required to apply for 
birth certificate 

Adoption agency provides 
information required to 

apply for birth certificate

Adopted person 
approaches adoption 
agency or adoption 

support agency

If agency is the one 
that arranged the 

adoption

Appropriate adoption 
agency provides 

information required to 
apply for birth certificate

If agency is not the 
one that arranged 

the adoption

Agency applies to 
Registrar General for 
name of appropriate 

adoption agency 
Form PC2

Registrar General 
supplies name of 

appropriate adoption 
agency

Agency or adopted 
person approaches 

Appropriate adoption 
agency

Obtaining the original Birth Certificate of an 
adopted person



Application to 
intermediary 

agency

Intermediary Services
Pre-commencement Adopted Adult seeking contact or related person 

seeking information or contact 

IA decides whether to 
accept application, taking 
into a/c welfare, views of 

AAA and info from 
Adoption Contact 

Register

IA identifies AAA by 
contacting the GRO, 
the Court that made 

the order, the LA 
where adoption 

took place

IA contacts AAA to 
establish veto, 

expressed views, 
agency's views & to 

seek information

If no veto, AAA 
must take 

reasonable steps to 
provide the 
information

If veto registered, IA 
must not proceed 

with the application

If no AAA or no info 
available from AAA, 

IA may apply to 
GRO for info

If GRO does not have 
AAA details, must give 

details of the court 
which  made the 
adoption order

Court must provide 
information about the 
AAA or provide details 

of alternative court 
which may have info

IA must seek 
consent of subject 

to disclose 
identifying 

information

IA must give sufficient 
information to allow 

informed consent and 
must offer counselling 

(£)

If consent refused or subject 
dead or lacks capacity to 
consent, non-identifying 

background information may 
be disclosed

If consent given, IA 
may disclose 

information as 
approrpriate

If subject is dead or 
incapable of giving 

consent, IA may 
disclose information 

as approrpriate



Adult adopted after 
30 December 2005

Entitled to receive from 
the Court docs listed in 

FPR 2010 R14.18 - 
redacted to remove 

protected information

Entitled to receive from the 
AAA info required to obtain 

origianl birth cert (unless court 
finds exceptional 

circumstances & makes order)

Entitled to receive from the 
AAA the CPR & any other 

docs disclosed to their 
adopters at matching

Any person

May apply to the 
AAA for information 
about any person's 

adoption, in writing, 
giving reasons

AAA must apply 
discretion to 
proceed with 
application

AAA must take all 
reasonable steps to 
obtain views of any 

subject before 
disclosing 
identifying 

information

Disclosing information in post-commencement adoptions

AAA has discretion 
to disclose despite 
lack of consent, but 

must make a 
Qaulifying 

determination 
susceptible to 

review by the IRM

AAA may disclose 
identifying 

information after 
considering views of 
subject, welfare of 

adopted person and 
recommendations 

of the IRM 



Adult adopted pre-
30 Dec 2005

Knows the 
Appropriate 

Adoption Agency

Contacts the AAA, 
shows proof of 

identity

AAA applies their 
discretion under 

1983 Regs

AAA shares  
information they 

consider 
appropriate  with 

adopted adult 

Does not know the 
Appropriate 

Adoption Agency

Adoption certificate 
shows name of 
court making 

adoption order

Has/Obtains copy of 
adoption certificate 

from GRO

Contacts Court for 
name of AAA

If no AAA involved, 
Court can provide 
information from 

the Court file

Pre-commencement access to information for adopted adult 
(or any other connected person)

Contacts Court for 
access to 

information from 
the Court file

Court has discretion to disclose 
under FPR 2010 R14.24

Guidance in Re X (Adopted Child - 
Access to Court File) [2014] EWFC 

33-1
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