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25 June 2024

Dear Coroner,

Re: Regulation 28 Report to Prevent Future Deaths — Andrew Ewin-Ripp who
died on 4" November 2022.

Thank you for your Report to Prevent Future Deaths (hereafter “Report”) dated 2"
April 2024 concerning the death of Andrew Ewin-Ripp on 4" November 2022. In
advance of responding to the specific concerns raised in your Report, | would like to
express my deep condolences to Andrew’s family and loved ones. NHS England are
keen to assure the family and the coroner that the concerns raised about Andrew’s
care have been listened to and reflected upon.

| am grateful for the further time granted to respond to respond to your Report, and |
apologise for any anguish this delay may have caused to Andrew’s family or friends. |
realise that responses to Coroner Reports can form part of the important process of
family and friends coming to terms with what has happened to their loved ones and
appreciate this will have been an incredibly difficult time for them.

Your Report raised the concern that GP Practices are not required to carry out annual
reviews of epilepsy patients. GP Practices required to follow and pay due regard to
clinical guidelines. The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has
issued clinical guidelines to general practice on annual reviews, including for Epilepsy.

The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) has developed eLearning for GPs
on Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP) and seizure safety: Summary of
Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP) and Seizure Safety | RCGP
Learning. There are also several additional tools and templates available for use in
general practice to support structured reviews of patients with Epilepsy (for example,
Ardens Healthcare Informatics have a variety of resources to support ongoing
management: Epilepsy : Ardens EMIS Web).

Regarding your concern about medication compliance, patients on medication should
have their medications reviewed at least on an annual basis. The General Medical
Council’'s guidance for Good practice in prescribing and managing medicines and
devices - professional standards - GMC (gmc-uk.org) states (Subsection 93):
“Whether you prescribe with repeats or on a one-off basis, you must make sure that
suitable arrangements are in place for monitoring, follow-up and review. You should



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcks.nice.org.uk%2Ftopics%2Fepilepsy%2Fmanagement%2Froutine-epilepsy-review%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C0360074abd184027d27e08dc63a1169a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638494790712515068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1b%2FaWb7mqti31ILsE4%2F4%2B%2Fj9inHcLoESGHv%2FvD5YO9g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felearning.rcgp.org.uk%2Fcourse%2Finfo.php%3Fid%3D176&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C0360074abd184027d27e08dc63a1169a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638494790712549687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YKWblc9iKEyaoJkM9yUPE%2FsllyWuVaYvQwxJ%2BN1S1Ac%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felearning.rcgp.org.uk%2Fcourse%2Finfo.php%3Fid%3D176&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C0360074abd184027d27e08dc63a1169a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638494790712549687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YKWblc9iKEyaoJkM9yUPE%2FsllyWuVaYvQwxJ%2BN1S1Ac%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felearning.rcgp.org.uk%2Fcourse%2Finfo.php%3Fid%3D176&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C0360074abd184027d27e08dc63a1169a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638494790712549687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YKWblc9iKEyaoJkM9yUPE%2FsllyWuVaYvQwxJ%2BN1S1Ac%3D&reserved=0
https://support-ew.ardens.org.uk/support/solutions/articles/31000161407-epilepsy
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gmc-uk.org%2Fprofessional-standards%2Fprofessional-standards-for-doctors%2Fgood-practice-in-prescribing-and-managing-medicines-and-devices&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C0360074abd184027d27e08dc63a1169a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638494790712577485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rWBnj%2BZQpWc6UCsYlFLp2giyo9i02Ca%2F5V5NpVhvEQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gmc-uk.org%2Fprofessional-standards%2Fprofessional-standards-for-doctors%2Fgood-practice-in-prescribing-and-managing-medicines-and-devices&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C0360074abd184027d27e08dc63a1169a%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638494790712577485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rWBnj%2BZQpWc6UCsYlFLp2giyo9i02Ca%2F5V5NpVhvEQ8%3D&reserved=0

also take account of the patients’ needs and any risks arising from the medicines.” It
is expected that any patient on repeat medication undergo a routine review.

Your Report also raises the concerns that there is no clear guidance for the long-term
monitoring of patients with epilepsy and that there was no care pathway for
incorporating urgent reviews in neurology clinics in response to patients reporting
concerns. The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) are
responsible for the relevant guidelines: Epilepsies in children, young people and adults
(nice.org.uk). Most patients with epilepsy will be discharged from follow-up once they
are free of seizures for 12 months. At this point, their medication would only be
changed if they had further seizures or other issues arose (such as possible adverse
effects or consideration of pregnancy). Some patients with additional issues would be
monitored for longer (see section 4.5.1 of the guidance). As per the above, patients
should continue to have regular medication reviews with their GPs.

Providing advice on the longer-term management of epilepsy, including the need for
regular medication and what to do if further seizures occur, is a central part of the
management of epilepsy, provided by the neurologist and epilepsy specialist
nurse. Access to both neurologists and epilepsy specialist nurses varies considerably
across the country and few parts of the country have the capacity in the service for six
monthly reviews of patients with active epilepsy. Many sites are now using ‘patient-
initiated follow-up’ (PIFU) to allow patients to access the epilepsy nurse service
promptly even when no longer under regular follow up to avoid the delays outlined in
this report. The services in North East London are particularly pressed with fewer
patients seen per head of population, and with fewer seen within 8 weeks (24% vs
national average of 40%). Your Report has been shared with my regional London
colleagues for their review.

| would also like to provide further assurances on national NHS England work taking
place around the Reports to Prevent Future Deaths. All reports received are discussed
by the Regulation 28 Working Group, comprising Regional Medical Directors, and
other clinical and quality colleagues from across the regions. This ensures that key
learnings and insights around preventable deaths are shared across the NHS at both
a national and regional level and helps us pay close attention to any emerging trends
that may require further review and action.

Thank you for bringing these important patient safety issues to my attention and please
do not hesitate to contact me should you need any further information.

Yours sincerely,

ational viedical virector


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nice.org.uk%2Fguidance%2Fng217%2Fresources%2Fepilepsies-in-children-young-people-and-adults-pdf-66143780239813&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C84211b7088b84d03745608dc86422292%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638532865797116011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XpJA4ReBm0yadAUxGRo2Ks1gkHE0olXde3vamV1gHAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nice.org.uk%2Fguidance%2Fng217%2Fresources%2Fepilepsies-in-children-young-people-and-adults-pdf-66143780239813&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.coronersr28%40nhs.net%7C84211b7088b84d03745608dc86422292%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638532865797116011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XpJA4ReBm0yadAUxGRo2Ks1gkHE0olXde3vamV1gHAQ%3D&reserved=0



