REGULATION 28: REPORT TO PREVENT FUTURE DEATHS (2)

NOTE: This form is to be used before an inquest.

REGULATION 28 REPORT TO PREVENT FUTURE DEATHS
THIS REPORT IS BEING SENT TO:
1. Managing Director of Bournemouth International Airport Ltd

2. Chief Executive of BCP Council

1 | CORONER

| am Rachael Clare Griffin, Senior Coroner, for the Coroner Area of Dorset.

2 | CORONER’S LEGAL POWERS

| make this report under paragraph 7, Schedule 5, of the Coroners and Justice
Act 2009 and Regulations 28 and 29 of the Coroners (Investigations) Regulations
2013.

3 | INVESTIGATION

On the 5% July 2023 | commenced an investigation into the death of William Albert
Nairn Lardner, aged 16 years. The investigation has not yet concluded, and the
Inquest has not yet been heard.

4 | CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DEATH

On the evening of the 30" June 2023, William, known as Billy, had been working
at one of the concessions at Bournemouth Airport. He finished work at
approximately 9.30pm and walked from the airport main building, down Hurn
Court Lane, the road upon which the airport is situated, towards the traffic lights
on Parley Lane, Christchurch the main road outside the airport. Billy’s brother had
arranged to collect Billy from work that evening. At approximately 9.34pm Billy
was crossing Parley Lane at the traffic lights, at the junction with Hurn Court Lane,
towards his brother’s car which had stopped at the lights when he was struck by
a vehicle which had gone through a red light at speed. He sustained significant,
traumatic injuries which led to his death.

5 | CORONER’S CONCERNS

During the course of the investigation my inquiries revealed matters giving rise to
concern. In my opinion there is a risk that future deaths could occur unless action
is taken. In the circumstances it is my statutory duty to report to you.

The MATTERS OF CONCERN are as follows. —

(1) Bournemouth International Airport is a busy passenger airport with daily
flights operating from the airport. A recent article on the airport’s website
on the 25" November 2024 marked their one millionth passenger for 2024.
This article reports a rise in passenger numbers and plans for anticipated
future growth with a series of new routes.

(2) Passengers using Bournemouth Airport can access the airport by car,
whether that is a private vehicle or a taxi. There is airport parking available




for 2250 passengers and 213 staff. There is a drop off area. The minimum
charge to access the airport drop off zone is £5 for 30 minutes, which is
said to be standard airport industry practice.

(3) There is limited access to the airport by public transport. There is no
access by train and there is one bus service from central Bournemouth to
the airport. This bus service only operates Monday to Friday with a total of
5 journeys a day: 2 inbound journeys which are from Westover Road,
Bournemouth to the Airport, one between 05.50 and 06.31 hours and then
the other between 06.35 to 07.22 hours and 3 outbound journeys from
Bournemouth Airport to Westover Road, Bournemouth between 13.53 to
14.25 hours, 16.20 and 17.20 hours and 18.00 to 18.49 hours. This service
focuses on providing a service for staff working at the neighbouring
Aviation Business Park, however, does also serve the main passenger
terminal. Previously, the airport was served by an hourly bus service,
however this was stopped.

(4) Many people access the airport on foot, either being dropped off and/or
picked up on Parley Lane where there is no layby or drop off zone or by
using nearby car parks and walking on foot to the airport. One such car
park is at the Adventure Wonderland site and is known as Parley Lane
Parking (Parley Lane Parking | Bournemouth Airport Parking). This is 0.9
miles from the airport, on the opposite side of Parley Lane which offers
cheaper rates than Bournemouth Airport to park. There is no pathway on
the side of the road at Parley Lane Parking and no crossing facility, so
people will either walk along the road or have to cross the road to access
the footpath. Please see attached photograph at JGL/5.

(5) Parley Lane is a busy single carriageway semi-rural road with a national
speed limit and BCP Council has responsibility for the road as the local
highway authority. Hurn Court Lane is owned by the airport who therefore
have responsibility for it. There is no public footpath along Hurn Court Lane
after turning off Parley Lane to access the airport. Please see attached
photograph at JGL/4. This results in pedestrians walking in the road or on
the grass section next to the road on Hurn Court Lane to get to the airport
terminal. This is dangerous as it is not a stable, safe public pathway and
could lead to people falling into the road or being struck by vehicles,
especially as people pull suitcases along. The airport has erected signs
stating these is no pedestrian access, however, these are widely ignored.

(6) A site visit and assessment in July 2023 by Dorset Police Road Casualty
Reduction Officer and the Senior BCP Council Safety Officer following
Billy’s death highlighted some fundamental safety issues. At this time no
action has been taken around these safety issues, although matters have
been discussed. Accordingly, the safety issues remain the same 17
months on from the site assessment, with a likely increasing number of
passengers using the airport going forward.

(7) 1, therefore, have concerns that there could be future deaths given the
manner in which users are accessing the airport and the lack of public
transport and pedestrian access available.




ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN

In my opinion urgent action should be taken to prevent future deaths and | believe
you and your organisation have the power to take such action.

YOUR RESPONSE

You are under a duty to respond to this report within 56 days of the date of this
report, namely by 30" January 2025. |, the coroner, may extend the period.

Your response must contain details of action taken or proposed to be taken,
setting out the timetable for action. Otherwise, you must explain why no action is
proposed.

COPIES and PUBLICATION

| have sent a copy of my report to the Chief Coroner and to the following Interested
Persons, namely Billy'’s family and |||} Bl 2nd to the Local Child
Safeguarding Board. | have also sent it to Dorset Police Road Casualty Reduction
Officer, Regional and City Airports and the Highways Agency who may find it
useful or of interest.

| am also under a duty to send the Chief Coroner a copy of your response.

The Chief Coroner may publish either or both in a complete or redacted or
summary form. He may send a copy of this report to any person who he believes
may find it useful or of interest. You may make representations to me, the coroner,
at the time of your response, about the release or the publication of your response
by the Chief Coroner.

Dated Signed

5t December 2024 Rachael C Griffin




L e

JGL/5 - Photograph showing entrance to alternative airport parking at Adventure Wonderland.
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