
REPORT TO PREVENT FUTURE DEATHSREGULATION 28 OF THE CORONERS (INVESTIGATIONS) REGULATIONS 2013
If during an investigation, a coroner becomes concerned about circumstances thatcreate a risk of future deaths, Paragraph 7 of Schedule 5, Coroners and Justice Act2009, provides coroners with the duty to make reports to a person, organisation,local authority or government department or agency where the coroner believes thataction should be taken to prevent future deaths. That report is called a Prevention ofFuture Deaths Report (PFD report).
The Chief Coroner provides this template to support coroners in the effective andconsistent exercise of their statutory duties under the Coroners and Justice Act 2009and Regulations 28 and 29 of the Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013.
The purpose of the template is to provide a clear and structured framework forsetting out the matters of concern identified during an investigation which, in thecoroner’s opinion, give rise to a risk of future deaths. It is designed to promote clarity,ensure that reports are formulated in a way that enables recipients to understandand address the concerns raised, and to support good practice across jurisdictions.
The template does not fetter judicial independence: coroners remain responsible fordetermining the facts, identifying the matters of concern, and drafting reports thataccurately reflect the circumstances of each individual case. The template may beadapted as necessary to ensure that the report properly and precisely records thecoroner’s views.
In accordance with the Chief Coroner’s PFD Publication Policy (2026) anyapplications for redactions to content or general publication of the report must besent to the coroner. The coroner will provide the representations to the Chief Coronerfor a decision.

https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PFD-Publication-Policy-2026.pdf


REPORT TO PREVENT FUTURE DEATHSREGULATION 28 OF THE CORONERS (INVESTIGATIONS) REGULATIONS2013
Please do not include any living persons’ names in this document, inaccordance with the Chief Coroner’s PFD Publication Policy (2026).

1. CORONERI am [name], [Senior, Area, Assistant] Coroner, for the coroner area of [Area].
2. DATE OF REPORT
3. CORONER’S LEGAL POWERSI make this report under paragraph 7, Schedule 5, of the Coroners and JusticeAct 2009 and regulations 28 and 29 of the Coroners (Investigations)Regulations 2013.
3. THIS REPORT IS BEING SENT TO1.2.3.

You are under a duty to respond to this report within 56 days of the date of thisreport, namely by [date]. I, the coroner, may extend the period if an appropriateapplication is made.
4. YOUR RESPONSEYour response must contain details of action taken or proposed to be taken,setting out the timetable for action. Otherwise, you must explain why no actionis proposed.

I have a duty to send a copy of your response to the Chief Coroner.
In accordance with the Chief Coroner’s Publication Policy, you should send meany representations regarding publication of your response. Theserepresentations should be made at the same time as the response is provided.I will pass any representations received to the Chief Coroner for a decision.
Please note any links to webpages included in the response will not bechecked for sensitive information prior to publication, as the information isalready online.
The names of those who do not respond to PFD reports are regularlypublished on the Chief Coroner’s webpages Non-responses to Prevention ofFuture Death (PFD) reports - Courts and Tribunals Judiciary.

https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PFD-Publication-Policy-2026.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/guidance-and-resources/non-responses-to-prevention-of-future-death-pfd-reports/
https://www.judiciary.uk/guidance-and-resources/non-responses-to-prevention-of-future-death-pfd-reports/


5. SUMMARY OF CORONER’S CONCERN

6. ACTION SHOULD BE TAKENIn my opinion unless action is taken to address the above concerns then thereis a significant risk of future deaths and I believe each of you have the powerto take such action.
7. INVESTIGATION AND INQUESTOn [date], I commenced an investigation into the death of [name of deceased],aged [X] years…

[Your summary must include the following details]
The medical cause of death was
How, when and where
Conclusion

8. CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH[Please explain the relevant circumstances of the individual’s death, ideallythis should be in no more than 500 words]



9. CORONER’S CONCERNSDuring the course of the inquest I heard evidence giving rise to concern. In myopinion there is a risk that future deaths could occur unless action is taken. Inthe circumstances it is my statutory duty to report to you.
The MATTERS OF CONCERN are as follows:[250-word statement addressing what circumstances of the death have led tothe coroner’s concern, and why the coroner thinks the person to whom thereport is directed is responsible for taking action to prevent future deaths. Thisstatement must not propose what action should be taken, as coroners cannotmake recommendations].

10. COPIES AND PUBLICATION OF THIS REPORT
I have a duty to send a copy of my report to every Interested Person who inmy opinion should receive it.
I also may send a copy of the report to any other person who I believe mayfind it useful or of interest.
I can confirm I have sent the report to:[please do not use individual’s names, but instead roles/titles]
1.2.3.

I also have a duty to send a copy of the report to the Chief Coroner.
You may make representations to me, the coroner, about the publication of thecontents of this report in line with Chief Coroner’s PFD Publication Policy(2026). Any representations will be sent to the Chief Coroner alongside thereport. Please refer to box 4 above for additional information relating to thepublication of reports and responses.
SIGNATURE

https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PFD-Publication-Policy-2026.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PFD-Publication-Policy-2026.pdf

