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Summary Minutes: Transparency & Open Justice Executive Board 
Held on: 14 October 2026, 9:30 am

The Board welcomed the Single Justice Procedure audit and confirmed that wider transparency and open justice issues would be examined through the Crime Working Group’s review of the criminal jurisdiction. This work will consider public and media scrutiny, access to information about proceedings, and the accessibility and clarity of decisions. 
Following consideration of a survey of judicial experience of media coverage, the Board agreed to prioritise improving practical access to proceedings and authoritative information, including court listings, documents, judgments and sentencing remarks. Further areas of work include strengthening engagement and mutual understanding with the media, reducing practical barriers to reporting under-reported courts and tribunals, and arrangements for correcting material factual errors and responding to genuine safety concerns.
The Board welcomed the Judicial College’s work to increase public understanding of how judges are trained, while protecting the independence, integrity, and necessary confidentiality of training. It encouraged a stronger focus on embedding open justice throughout judicial training, helping judges apply its principles as part of their everyday work, including when considering public access to hearings and documents. The College will consider how to develop its approach in light of this discussion. 
The next meeting will take place on 15 December 2026.
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