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Foreword | Report and Accounts 2006-7

The publ�cat�on of the second Annual Report on the work of 
the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l prov�des an opportun�ty to reflect 
on what has been ach�eved dur�ng a busy year. In my v�ew, 
the Counc�l has now establ�shed �tself as the champ�on of 
an �nter-d�sc�pl�nary approach to the fam�ly just�ce system 
and as a source of author�tat�ve adv�ce to Government.

Th�s report covers a year when the Counc�l responded to 
a number of s�gn�f�cant Government consultat�on papers 
�mpact�ng on the fam�ly just�ce system. Three �ssues 
part�cularly stand out: transparency, legal a�d reform and 
the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s proposals on expert w�tnesses. On all these �ssues, I was 
struck by the h�gh qual�ty of the Counc�l’s responses. The �nter-d�sc�pl�nary nature of 
the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l g�ves �t a broader, but also more “jo�ned-up”, perspect�ve 
than purely sect�onal �nterests prov�de, and th�s �s of great value.

It �s a key feature of the Counc�l that �t �s supported by 40 Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls 
across England and Wales. The Local Counc�ls have made a major contr�but�on to the 
responses to consultat�on wh�ch the Counc�l has subm�tted dur�ng the per�od covered 
by th�s report. As I have v�s�ted d�fferent parts of the country I have had an opportun�ty 
to see some of the excellent tra�n�ng events wh�ch the Local Counc�ls organ�se.

I would l�ke to thank the members of the Counc�l for the t�me and effort wh�ch they 
have put �nto the work of the Counc�l. It �s a measure of the comm�tment shown by 
the members that they have produced adv�ce of such qual�ty w�thout remunerat�on 
and out of ded�cat�on to the �mprovement of the system wh�ch we all serve. For th�s, I 
am very grateful. I am also grateful to all those others who g�ve freely of the�r t�me and 
expert�se to serve on the Counc�l’s comm�ttees and work�ng groups and on the Local 
Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls.

I am also happy to acknowledge the contr�but�on of Government through what are 
now the M�n�stry of Just�ce and the Department for Ch�ldren, Schools and Fam�l�es �n 
the�r pos�t�ve engagement w�th the Counc�l across a w�de range of �ssues.

F�nally, I would l�ke to express part�cular thanks to our secretar�at for the�r hard work 
and support over the last year as well as to the staff who support the work of the 
Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls across England and Wales.

Sir Mark Potter
Pres�dent

Foreword by the Pres�dent
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�.� Th�s �s the second publ�shed Annual Report of the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and 
covers the work of the Counc�l over 2006-07. Deta�ls of the Counc�l’s act�v�t�es 
and the key �ssues �t has tackled are set out �n chapter 2. The Counc�l �s a non-
statutory adv�sory Non Departmental Publ�c Body, sponsored by the M�n�stry 
of Just�ce (MoJ). It was establ�shed on � July 2004 as an outcome of the 
responses to the then Lord Chancellor’s Department’s 2002 consultat�on paper on 
‘Promot�ng Inter-Agency Work�ng �n the Fam�ly Just�ce System’. Those respond�ng 
to th�s consultat�on felt that there was a clear need for a representat�ve body that 
brought together all the key groups work�ng �n the fam�ly just�ce system.

The Primary Role of the Family Justice Council

�.2 The Counc�l’s pr�mary role �s to promote an �nter–d�sc�pl�nary approach to fam�ly 
just�ce, and through consultat�on and research, to mon�tor how effect�vely the 
system, both as a whole and through �ts component parts, del�vers the serv�ce 
the publ�c, and the Government, need and to adv�se on reforms necessary for 
cont�nuous �mprovement. The Counc�l also a�ms to �mprove co-operat�on between 
the var�ous profess�ons that work �n the fam�ly just�ce system (judges, lawyers, health 
profess�onals, soc�al workers, guard�ans, med�ators and others) and to promote a 
greater understand�ng between the profess�onals and the users of the fam�ly courts 
– parents and ch�ldren. The formal terms of reference set by the Secretary of 
State for Just�ce and Lord Chancellor are attached at Annex A to th�s Report.

Composition of the Council

�.� The Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l cons�sts of a representat�ve cross sect�on of those 
who work �n, use, or have an �nterest �n, the fam�ly just�ce system. A full l�st of 
the members �s attached at Annex B. The Counc�l �s cha�red by the Pres�dent of 
the Fam�ly D�v�s�on, S�r Mark Potter. Its Deputy Cha�r �s Lord Just�ce Thorpe, the 
Deputy Head of Fam�ly Just�ce. Its members �nclude:

• a Fam�ly D�v�s�on H�gh Court Judge

• a C�rcu�t Judge

• a D�str�ct Judge (county courts)

• a D�str�ct Judge (mag�strates’ courts)

• a lay mag�strate
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• a Just�ces’ Clerk

• two fam�ly barr�sters

• two fam�ly sol�c�tors

• a fam�ly med�ator

• a paed�atr�c�an

• a ch�ld mental health spec�al�st

• a d�rector of local author�ty soc�al and ch�ldren’s serv�ces

• an academ�c

• a person appo�nted for the�r knowledge of fam�ly just�ce from a parent’s  
po�nt of v�ew.

In add�t�on the Counc�l has ex off�c�o representat�ves (who attend meet�ngs where 
there �s bus�ness wh�ch concerns them) from the follow�ng organ�sat�ons:

• Cafcass

• Cafcass Cymru

• the Ch�ldren’s Comm�ss�oners for England and Wales

• the M�n�stry of Just�ce

• the Department for Ch�ldren, Schools and Fam�l�es (DCSF)

• the Department of Health (DH)

• the Fore�gn and Commonwealth Off�ce (FCO)

• the Home Off�ce (HO)

• the Legal Serv�ces Comm�ss�on (LSC)

• HM Courts’ Serv�ce

• the Assoc�at�on of Ch�ef Pol�ce Off�cers (ACPO).
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Structure of the Family Justice Council and its Committees

�.4 The Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l has �0 members (�nclud�ng the ex off�c�o 
representat�ves).

�.� There �s an Execut�ve Comm�ttee of �2 members, wh�ch makes the more deta�led 
management and plann�ng dec�s�ons.

�.6 The Counc�l’s more deta�led work �s carr�ed out by a number of subject 
based comm�ttees. There are three ma�n comm�ttees deal�ng w�th Ch�ldren �n 
Safeguard�ng Proceed�ngs (Ch�ldren Act �989 and Adopt�on and Ch�ldren Act 
2002); Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es (Ch�ldren Act �989 and Fam�ly Law Act �996); and 
Money and Property (Matr�mon�al Causes Act �97�). In add�t�on, there are cross-
cutt�ng comm�ttees on Experts, Educat�on and Tra�n�ng, D�vers�ty and the Vo�ce 
of the Ch�ld. There are currently two work�ng groups on Domest�c V�olence and 
Transparency. The comm�ttees and work�ng groups �nclude co-opted members, 
who are not members of the full Counc�l, as well as relevant Counc�l members.

�.7 Chapters � to �0 follow�ng, conta�n reports on the work of all of the Counc�l’s 
comm�ttees and work�ng groups. The work of the Transparency Work�ng Group 
w�ll be covered �n chapter 2.

�.8 There �s also an ad hoc Dart�ngton Conference Plann�ng Comm�ttee, wh�ch meets 
to arrange the b�enn�al �nterd�sc�pl�nary res�dent�al conferences at Dart�ngton 
Hall, Totnes �n Devon. Th�s Comm�ttee met several t�mes dur�ng 2006-07 and has 
�dent�f�ed d�vers�ty as the theme for the next conference.

Meetings of the Council

�.9 The full Counc�l meets quarterly. Its March 2007 meet�ng was l�nked to a 
res�dent�al conference at Ken�lworth for representat�ves of the Local Fam�ly 
Just�ce Counc�ls (LFJCs). A report on th�s conference �s �ncluded �n chapter �� of 
th�s Annual Report wh�ch also covers the work and act�v�t�es of the LFJCs across 
the country.

�.�0 Chapter �2 sets out br�efly what the Counc�l hopes to ach�eve �n 2007–08.



6

Chapter 2

Overv�ew of Act�v�t�es and 
Issues �n 2006-7



7

Overview of Activities and Issues in 2006-7 | Chapter 2

2.� Th�s year saw a number of s�gn�f�cant new �n�t�at�ves by central Government 
affect�ng the fam�ly just�ce system. The Counc�l responded to several major 
consultat�on documents �n th�s report�ng per�od cover�ng such key pol�cy areas as:

• transparency �n the fam�ly courts;

• Legal A�d reform;

• the rev�ew of ch�ld care proceed�ngs;

• separate representat�on of ch�ldren, and

• the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s report on expert med�cal ev�dence �n the fam�ly courts.

2.2 Transparency, the adm�ss�on of the publ�c to, and report�ng restr�ct�ons on, fam�ly 
proceed�ngs, and mak�ng transcr�pts of court judgments ava�lable to the publ�c, 
�s one of the most �mportant pol�cy �ssues to face the fam�ly just�ce system for 
many years. For th�s reason, the Counc�l set up a work�ng group to exam�ne the 
�ssue. The membersh�p of the work�ng group �s as follows: Lord Just�ce Thorpe 
(Cha�r), Paul Clark, Stephen Cobb QC, DJ N�cholas Cr�chton, Kather�ne G�eve, Dr 
Danya Glaser, Mary MacLeod, Professor Jud�th Masson, HHJ Lesley Newton and 
Khatun Sapnara.

2.� The work�ng group engaged w�th off�c�als at the Department for Const�tut�onal 
Affa�rs, as �t then was, respons�ble for develop�ng the pol�cy on transparency 
to explore and debate the �ssues ra�sed. The work�ng group then drafted the 
Counc�l’s deta�led response to the Government’s consultat�on paper, Conf�dence 
and Conf�dent�al�ty wh�ch �s ava�lable on the Counc�l’s webs�te at www.family-
justice-council.org.uk/docs/Further_revised_response_to transparency.pdf.

2.4 The Counc�l was concerned by the Legal Serv�ces Comm�ss�on’s proposals to 
restructure Legal A�d follow�ng the rev�ew conducted by Lord Carter. The Counc�l 
felt that the proposals would accelerate the fl�ght of h�gh qual�ty sol�c�tors from 
publ�cly funded fam�ly work and would �mpact d�sproport�onately on BME f�rms. 
It also expressed doubts as to the rel�ab�l�ty and robustness of the data and 
management �nformat�on the Comm�ss�on sought to base �ts proposals upon 
and would l�ke to see more research �nto how the current system operates before 
proposals are brought forward to reform �t. The response can be found on the 
webs�te at www.family-justice-council. org.uk/docs/061004_Response_to LSC 
Consultation.pdf. The Counc�l was pleased to see that the Government dec�ded 
to th�nk aga�n on the proposals and to put back the�r �mplementat�on.
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2.� The Counc�l welcomed the Government’s rev�ew of ch�ld care proceed�ngs and 
made a deta�led contr�but�on wh�ch can be found at www.family-justice-council.
org.uk/docs/060922_Response_to_the_Child_Care_Review.pdf. The Ch�ldren 
�n Safeguard�ng Proceed�ngs Comm�ttee has been kept �nformed of the progress 
of the rev�ew and has been consulted on a number of �ssues by the Programme 
Board respons�ble for tak�ng the rev�ew forward.

2.6 The Department for Const�tut�onal Affa�rs consulted on a proposed rev�s�on 
to rule 9.� govern�ng the separate representat�on of ch�ldren �n pr�vate law 
cases. The Counc�l’s response can be found at www.family-justice-council.
org.uk/docs/Response_to Separate Representation_of_Children_Paper.pdf. 
The Counc�l cons�dered the proposal to be m�sconce�ved and to run counter to 
the general movement �n fam�ly just�ce towards enhanc�ng the part�c�pat�on of 
ch�ldren and young people, where appropr�ate, �n proceed�ngs wh�ch can affect 
them so profoundly.

2.7 The Counc�l welcomed the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s report on expert med�cal 
ev�dence �n the fam�ly courts, ‘Bear�ng Good W�tness’. The Counc�l �s anx�ous 
to see a substant�al �ncrease �n the number of appropr�ately qual�f�ed med�cal 
experts who are prepared to g�ve ev�dence �n the fam�ly courts. Th�s �s because 
there are currently too few med�cal experts who are ava�lable for use �n fam�ly 
proceed�ngs and th�s �s a s�gn�f�cant cause of delay, espec�ally �n publ�c law 
cases. The Counc�l cons�ders that the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s proposals 
const�tute a rad�cal break w�th the past and have the potent�al to remedy a 
ser�ous def�c�ency �n the current system. The Counc�l’s response can be found at 
www.family-justice-council.org.uk/docs/FJC Response_to the_CMOs_report_
March_07.pdf.

2.8 The Counc�l devoted s�gn�f�cant t�me and effort �n respond�ng to these 
consultat�on papers, and to others, but was also pro-act�ve �n 2006-07. Two major 
projects taken forward th�s year were:

• the rev�s�on and publ�cat�on of ‘Work�ng �n the Fam�ly Just�ce System – the 
Off�c�al Handbook of the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l’ (Jordan Publ�sh�ng Ltd 2006); 
and,

• ‘Everybody’s Bus�ness’, the report of the Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es Comm�ttee on 
contact orders by consent �n cases w�th a h�story of domest�c v�olence.
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2.9 The Handbook, by El�zabeth Walsh, �s a conc�se reference gu�de cover�ng all the 
key profess�ons and �nst�tut�ons that make up the fam�ly just�ce system. It reflects 
the Counc�l’s comm�tment to encourag�ng �nter-d�sc�pl�nary co-operat�on between 
the d�fferent profess�onal groups �nvolved �n fam�ly just�ce and promot�ng better 
understand�ng between them.

2.�0 In the wake of the report by Lord Just�ce Wall on the publ�cat�on of the Women’s 
A�d Federat�on of England on 29 ch�ld hom�c�des, the Pres�dent of the Fam�ly 
D�v�s�on asked the Counc�l to make recommendat�ons on the approach to be taken 
by the courts when faced w�th appl�cat�ons for contact by consent �n cases w�th 
a h�story of domest�c v�olence. The report was drafted by the Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es 
Comm�ttee of the Counc�l, and can be found at www.family-justice-council.org.
uk/docs/Reporton contact.pdf, and �s d�scussed �n more deta�l �n Chapter �.

2.�� In add�t�on to the quarterly meet�ngs of the Counc�l, the FJC sponsors the b�enn�al 
�nterd�sc�pl�nary conferences for fam�ly just�ce profess�onals, the next of wh�ch 
�s scheduled to take place at Dart�ngton Hall �n September 2007, and an annual 
res�dent�al conference for representat�ves of LFJCs, wh�ch th�s year took place at 
Ken�lworth �n March 2007.

2.�2 Apart from the conferences, the Counc�l’s ma�n bus�ness �s transacted through �ts 
comm�ttees, wh�ch report to the ma�n Counc�l meet�ngs. The key �ssues tackled 
by the comm�ttees are set out �n chapters � to �0 follow�ng.
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Membership

Jane Cra�g (Cha�r) Bus�ness Head of Fam�ly Law Dept., Manches LLP and  
 Pr�vate Law Sol�c�tor Member of the FJC

N�cholas Cr�chton  D�str�ct Judge, Inner London Fam�ly Proceed�ngs Court

El�zabeth Hall Reg�onal D�rector (Develop�ng Pract�ce/Safeguard�ng/  
 Domest�c V�olence Portfol�o), Cafcass

Mary MacLeod Ch�ef Execut�ve, Nat�onal Fam�ly & Parent�ng Inst�tute

Jud�th Masson Professor of Soc�o-Legal Stud�es, Br�stol Un�vers�ty

Mar�lyn Morn�ngton D�str�ct Judge, Barnsley

Lesley Newton C�rcu�t Judge, Manchester

Khatun Sapnara Fam�ly Barr�ster, Coram Chambers

Beverley Sayers Fam�ly Med�ator Member of the FJC

Chr�st�ne Smart Ch�ldren’s R�ghts D�rector, Cafcass

Dr. Cla�re Sturge Consultant Ch�ld Psych�atr�st

HMCS Officials in attendance

Jane Dukes Head of Ch�ldren’s Proceed�ngs Branch

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: To ensure better outcomes for part�es and ch�ldren �n pr�vate law proceed�ngs  
 under the Ch�ldren Act �989.

�. Ident�fy and develop projects w�th�n the above rem�t that would �mprove the 
current arrangements, for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and 
�nclus�on �n the Bus�ness Plan.

2. Del�ver projects approved under paragraph �

�. Del�ver other projects referred to the Comm�ttee by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l.

4. Report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssues referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce; and on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Comm�ttee cons�ders 
should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on.
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Activities in 2006-7

�.� The pr�vate law aspect of the Ch�ldren Act �989 concerns ch�ldren �n fam�l�es, 
cover�ng �ssues around the res�dence of ch�ldren, contact w�th non-res�dent 
parents and other relat�ves, and other �ssues that affect the�r l�ves, such as 
school�ng.

�.2 The Comm�ttee began work �n May 2006, meet�ng n�ne t�mes over the year. 
The ma�n focus of �ts work dur�ng th�s per�od has been the preparat�on and 
publ�cat�on of the Counc�l’s report to the Pres�dent of the Fam�ly D�v�s�on follow�ng 
Lord Just�ce Wall’s report on the Women’s A�d Federat�on of England (WAFE) 
document “29 Ch�ld Hom�c�des. Lessons st�ll to be learnt on Domest�c V�olence 
and Ch�ld Protect�on” about 29 ch�ldren who were murdered by the�r fathers 
dur�ng contact. Lord Just�ce Wall suggested that the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l 
should cons�der and report on the approach that courts should take towards 
contact cases where domest�c v�olence �s an �ssue when the court �s �nv�ted to 
make an order for contact by consent.

�.4 Members of the Comm�ttee had seven meet�ngs w�th representat�ves of var�ous 
organ�sat�ons and bod�es: Fam�ly Law Bar Assoc�at�on, Fam�l�es Need Fathers, 
the Jud�c�al Stud�es Board, the Law Soc�ety, Refuge, Resolut�on (formerly the 
Sol�c�tors Fam�ly Law Assoc�at�on) and WAFE. Add�t�onally, a survey of sol�c�tors 
spec�al�s�ng �n fam�ly law was conducted w�th the ass�stance of Resolut�on to 
d�scover how such cases are dealt w�th �n pract�ce around the country.

�.� The f�nal report was subm�tted to the Pres�dent at the end of 2006 and made 
a number of recommendat�ons. These �ncluded a move away from “contact �s 
always the appropr�ate way forward” to “contact that �s safe and pos�t�ve for 
the ch�ld �s always the appropr�ate way forward”, and a recommendat�on for the 
�ssue of a pract�ce d�rect�on embody�ng the dec�s�on �n Re: L (Contact: Domest�c 
V�olence); Re: V (Contact: Domest�c V�olence); Re: M (Contact: Domest�c 
V�olence; Re: H (Contact: Domest�c V�olence) [2000] 2FLR ��4, su�tably updated 
to reflect current best pract�ce. The Comm�ttee recommended that a process 
of r�sk assessment should be undertaken by the court �n every case �n wh�ch 
domest�c v�olence has been alleged, or adm�tted, before a consent order �s 
made. The Comm�ttee proposed mult�-d�sc�pl�nary tra�n�ng on domest�c v�olence 
�ssues for lawyers and the jud�c�ary. The full text of the report and a summary are 
ava�lable on the Counc�l’s webs�te at www.familyjusticecouncil. org.uk/docs/
Reportoncontact.pdf and www.familyjusticecouncil.org.uk/docs/contact 
summary.pdf.
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�.6 The Pres�dent has �nd�cated that he w�shes to act on the recommendat�on �n the 
report that a pract�ce d�rect�on should be �ssued wh�ch w�ll reflect best pract�ce 
and the Comm�ttee, �n conjunct�on w�th the Domest�c V�olence Work�ng Group, 
w�ll cont�nue to take th�s work forward �n the com�ng year.

�.7 The Comm�ttee also took the lead, on behalf of the Counc�l, �n respond�ng to a 
quest�onna�re from the Nat�onal Aud�t Off�ce on the use of med�at�on �n fam�ly 
breakdown, endors�ng strongly the promot�on of access to med�at�on. Th�s 
v�ew was reflected �n the Nat�onal Aud�t Off�ce report publ�shed �n March 2007 
wh�ch called on the Legal Serv�ces Comm�ss�on act�vely to promote med�at�on. 
Add�t�onally, the Comm�ttee contr�buted to the Counc�l’s response to the 
consultat�on documents on ‘Separate Representat�on of Ch�ldren’ and ‘Conf�dence 
and Conf�dent�al�ty: Improv�ng transparency and pr�vacy �n fam�ly courts’.

�.8 Pr�or�t�es for the forthcom�ng year w�ll be further work on the report on contact, 
�nclud�ng cons�der�ng how best to publ�c�se and d�ssem�nate �nformat�on on the 
report, and �ts recommendat�ons, and how to �nfluence publ�c percept�ons. The 
Comm�ttee w�ll also work �n l�a�son w�th Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls to bu�ld 
a p�cture of good pract�ce �n the conduct of contact cases and to �nfluence and 
st�mulate the development of pol�cy on contact act�v�t�es and to promote fam�ly 
med�at�on. It also �ntends to focus on �dent�fy�ng areas where research �s requ�red 
�n the area of Pr�vate Law to �nform pol�cy and dec�s�on mak�ng. 
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Membership

Kather�ne G�eve (Cha�r) Head of Fam�ly Law Dept. B�ndman and Partners

Bruce Clark  Deputy D�rector, Partnersh�ps D�v�s�on, DfES

Paul Clark D�rector, Ch�ldren’s Serv�ces, LB Harrow

Stephen Cobb QC Fam�ly Barr�ster, One Garden Court

N�cholas Cr�chton D�str�ct Judge, Inner London Fam�ly Proceed�ngs Court

Deborah Cullen Legal Group Secretary, Br�t�sh Assoc�at�on for Adopt�on &  
 Foster�ng

Danya Glaser Consultant Ch�ld and Adolescent Psych�atr�st

Sher�dan Greenland  D�rector, Care Proceed�ngs Programme and C�v�l and   
 Fam�ly Bus�ness Systems, HMCS

El�zabeth Hall Reg�onal D�rector (Develop�ng Pract�ce/Safeguard�ng/  
 Domest�c V�olence Portfol�o), Cafcass

Jud�th Masson Professor of Soc�o-Legal Stud�es, Br�stol Un�vers�ty

Lesley Newton C�rcu�t Judge, Manchester

Mark Powell QC Assoc�at�on of Lawyers for Ch�ldren

Rosalyn Proops Consultant Commun�ty Paed�atr�c�an

Khatun Sapnara Fam�ly Barr�ster, Coram Chambers

Chr�st�ne Smart Ch�ldren’s R�ghts D�rector, Cafcass

Terms of Reference

Rem�t:  Safeguard�ng ch�ldren, pr�nc�pally but not exclus�vely under the Ch�ldren Act �989.

�. Ident�fy and develop projects w�th�n the above rem�t that would �mprove the 
current arrangements, for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and 
�nclus�on �n the Bus�ness Plan.

2. Del�ver projects approved under paragraph � and ensure that �nformat�on �s 
d�ssem�nated to local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls.

�. Del�ver other projects referred to the Comm�ttee by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l.
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4. Report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssues referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce, and on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Comm�ttee cons�ders 
should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on.

Activities in 2006-07

4.� A key publ�c law aspect of the Ch�ldren Act �989 concerns proceed�ngs relat�ng 
to the safeguard�ng of ch�ldren �n�t�ated by local author�t�es, through care and 
superv�s�on proceed�ngs, and �n some cases followed by adopt�on. Th�s has 
been a year �n wh�ch a number of �mportant �ssues concern�ng these types of 
proceed�ngs have been prom�nent and �t has, therefore, been a busy per�od for 
the Comm�ttee. Follow�ng the early ass�stance g�ven to the rev�ew team set up 
by Lord Carter to cons�der Legal A�d, the Comm�ttee responded on behalf of the 
Counc�l to the Legal Serv�ces Comm�ss�on consultat�on ‘Legal A�d, a susta�nable 
future’, robustly sett�ng out the Counc�l’s concerns about the proposals and the�r 
�mpact on representat�on �n publ�c law cases.

4.2 The Government’s rev�ew of care proceed�ngs prov�ded the Comm�ttee w�th 
an excellent opportun�ty to draw upon the�r d�fferent d�sc�pl�nes to develop the 
themes of the rev�ew to ensure that serv�ces work more closely together. The 
Comm�ttee cont�nues to feed �n to the work of the steer�ng group tak�ng forward 
the work of the rev�ew. Follow�ng the publ�cat�on of the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s 
report ‘Bear�ng Good W�tness’ on the use of experts �n the fam�ly courts, the 
Comm�ttee, jo�ntly w�th the Experts Comm�ttee, held a sem�nar attended by a 
w�de cross sect�on of profess�onals �n the fam�ly just�ce system, wh�ch cons�dered 
the ram�f�cat�ons of the report. F�nally, the Comm�ttee prov�ded a response to 
the Care Matters consultat�on �ssued by the DfES, once aga�n draw�ng on the 
�nterd�sc�pl�nary nature of �ts membersh�p.

4.� Hav�ng encountered concerns about delay �n cases where care proceed�ngs are 
l�nked w�th appl�cat�ons for placement for adopt�on, the Comm�ttee canvassed 
the Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls, and �ssued �nterd�sc�pl�nary adv�ce on best 
pract�ce for all �nvolved �n such cases to fac�l�tate qu�cker and better resolut�on 
of these cases. All the above documents can be found on the Counc�l’s webs�te: 
www.fam�ly-just�ce-counc�l.org.uk.
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4.4 In the com�ng year, the Comm�ttee �ntends to focus on a number of projects 
�nclud�ng the prov�s�on of assessments �n publ�c law cases, cont�nu�ng �ts 
�nvolvement �n the �mplementat�on of proposals �n the CMO’s report, host�ng a 
sem�nar on concurrent plann�ng for rehab�l�tat�on or adopt�on and exam�n�ng the 
role of Independent Report�ng Off�cers. It w�ll also be respond�ng to consultat�ons 
on the new Publ�c Law Outl�ne and the Ch�ldren Act �989 Gu�dance and 
Regulat�ons Volume �, Court Orders and w�ll w�sh to cont�nue �ts �nvolvement �n 
the �mplementat�on and pract�ce of both the Outl�ne and appl�cat�ons under the 
Adopt�on and Ch�ldren Act, part�cularly placement appl�cat�ons.
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Membership

Florence Baron (Cha�r) Fam�ly D�v�s�on H�gh Court Judge

Rebecca Ba�ley Harr�s Barr�ster, Emer�tus Professor of Law, Br�stol Un�vers�ty

Dav�d Bodey Fam�ly D�v�s�on H�gh Court Judge

S�mon Bruce Resolut�on: Sol�c�tor, Farrer & Co

Jane Cra�g Head of Fam�ly Law Dept. Manches LLP

N�cholas Cusworth Fam�ly Law Bar Assoc�at�on (FLBA) One Hare Court

N�gel Dyer QC FLBA, One Hare Court

Lynn Graham Legal Serv�ces Comm�ss�on

Ph�l�p Marshall FLBA, One K�ng’s Bench Walk

Edw�na M�llward D�str�ct Judge, Ma�dstone

N�cholas Mostyn QC FLBA, One Hare Court

Jeffrey Nedas Chartered Accountant, BDO Stoy Hayward LLP

Magg�e Rae Sol�c�tor, Cl�ntons

Mathew Thorpe Lord Just�ce of Appeal and Deputy Head of Fam�ly Just�ce

Peter Watson-Lee Sol�c�tor, W�ll�ams Thompson, Chr�stchurch, Dorset

Ph�l�p Waller The Sen�or D�str�ct Judge

N�cholas W�lson Lord Just�ce of Appeal

HMCS official in attendance

Cheryl Morr�s Head of Fam�ly Relat�onsh�p Branch �

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: The law and procedures for the d�str�but�on of money and property on the  
 breakdown of a relat�onsh�p.

�. Ident�fy and develop projects w�th�n the above rem�t that would �mprove the 
current arrangements, for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and 
�nclus�on �n the bus�ness plan.
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2. Del�ver projects approved under paragraph �.

�. Del�ver other projects referred to the Comm�ttee by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l.

4. Report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssues referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce, and on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Comm�ttee cons�ders 
should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on.

�. Adv�se and ass�st the Fam�ly Procedure Rule Comm�ttee on matters referred 
to �t by that Comm�ttee �n relat�on to the mak�ng, or amendment of, rules for 
f�nanc�al property proceed�ngs or of d�rect�ons about pract�ce and procedure.

Activities in 2006-7

�.� The Comm�ttee has been much �nvolved w�th the consultat�on process on the 
future of Ch�ld Support. It put proposals for change to S�r Dav�d Henshaw dur�ng 
the course of h�s �nvest�gat�on �nto a replacement system, suggest�ng that the 
Courts should be empowered to make orders for Ch�ld Support where the Court 
�s already be�ng asked to make other f�nanc�al orders. Th�s �s on the bas�s that �t 
made sense for all the f�nanc�al c�rcumstances of a fam�ly to be addressed at the 
same t�me. The Comm�ttee cont�nued to be act�vely �nvolved �n the process of 
the reform, �nclud�ng the prov�s�on of wr�tten ev�dence to the House of Commons 
Work and Pens�ons Comm�ttee �nqu�ry and respond�ng to the Wh�te Paper ‘A 
New System of Ch�ld Ma�ntenance’. Th�s w�ll cont�nue to be a focus for the 
Comm�ttee’s attent�on �n the com�ng year, as the new Ch�ld Ma�ntenance B�ll 
progresses through Parl�ament.

�.2 Another ma�n area of the Comm�ttee’s work dur�ng the year has been the 
proposals put forward by the Law Comm�ss�on �n the document publ�shed �n 
May 2006 ‘Cohab�tat�on: F�nanc�al Consequences of Relat�onsh�p Breakdown’. 
Follow�ng a presentat�on to the Comm�ttee from the Law Comm�ss�on, the 
Comm�ttee prov�ded a full response to the proposals, broadly support�ng the 
suggest�ons for the prov�s�on of leg�slat�ve protect�on of cohab�t�ng couples. 
There was a M�nor�ty Report by the Cha�r and Rebecca Ba�ley Harr�s wh�ch dealt 
w�th broader �ssues.

�.� The Comm�ttee made representat�ons to HM Treasury express�ng concern at the 
Government’s proposals �n the Budget and the F�nance B�ll for the future taxat�on 
treatment of trusts.
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�.4 It has proposed to the Law Comm�ss�on that �t should cons�der, as a future 
project, the long overdue reform of the pr�nc�ples govern�ng anc�llary rel�ef under 
Part II of the Matr�mon�al Causes Act �97�. A case was presented to the Law 
Comm�ss�oner w�th spec�al �nterest �n th�s f�eld, Stuart Br�dge, and the deta�led 
wr�tten proposal has been forwarded to the Law Comm�ss�on. If th�s �s taken 
forward, �t w�ll form a major part of the Comm�ttee’s work over the next year.

�.� The Comm�ttee has also begun work on cons�der�ng the w�der role of the court 
and tra�n�ng for judges �n court led d�spute resolut�on �n f�nanc�al matters and w�ll 
cont�nue to take th�s forward �n the com�ng year.

�.6 Add�t�onally, the Comm�ttee has cont�nued �ts close relat�onsh�p w�th the Fam�ly 
Procedure Rule Comm�ttee, respond�ng to spec�f�c quer�es on pract�ce and 
procedure and propos�ng amendments to court forms to take �nto account the 
�ntroduct�on of the Fraud Act 2006.

�.7 A number of the projects the Comm�ttee has been cons�der�ng th�s year are 
long term projects and w�ll cont�nue to be pursued by the Comm�ttee dur�ng the 
com�ng twelve months.
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Membership

Khatun Sapnara (Cha�r) Barr�ster

Bode Ades�da Consultant Ch�ld and Adolescent Psych�atr�st

Jul�a Brophy Sen�or Research Fellow, Un�vers�ty of Oxford

Peggy Ekeledo Sol�c�tor

Teertha Gupta Barr�ster

Elpha Leco�nte Barr�ster

Mary MacLeod Ch�ef Execut�ve, Nat�onal Fam�ly and Parent�ng Inst�tute

Sherry Mal�k Corporate D�rector, Strategy and Performance, Cafcass

S�mone McGrath Sol�c�tor

Sam Momtaz Barr�ster

Azmat N�sa D�str�ct Judge

Yasm�n Rehman D�rector of Sen�or Partnersh�ps & D�vers�ty,  
 Metropol�tan Pol�ce

Katy Rensten Sol�c�tor

Neela Shabde Consultant Paed�atr�c�an

Chr�st�ne Smart Ch�ldren’s R�ghts D�rector, Cafcass

Stuart Stevenson Ch�ldren’s Guard�an

Malek Wan Daud Barr�ster

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: To cons�der and prov�de adv�ce to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on d�vers�ty  
 �ssues ar�s�ng �n the fam�ly just�ce system.

�. Ident�fy and develop projects, for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l 
and �nclus�on �n the Bus�ness plan, that would �mprove how the fam�ly just�ce 
system reflects, and takes account of, the needs of a d�verse soc�ety.

2. Del�ver projects approved under paragraph �
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�. Del�ver other projects referred to the Comm�ttee by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l 
and �ts Comm�ttees.

4. Report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssued referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce; and on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Comm�ttee cons�ders 
should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on

Activities in 2006-07

6.� The Comm�ttee held �ts f�rst meet�ng �n May 2006 and has met f�ve t�mes 
s�nce then. Spec�f�cally, the Comm�ttee dec�ded to look �nto the qual�ty and 
accred�tat�on of �nterpreters. The Comm�ttee cons�dered that the qual�ty of 
�nterpreters �nvolved �n fam�ly proceed�ngs was generally poor and undertook an 
�n�t�al mapp�ng exerc�se look�ng at the accred�tat�on and appra�sal mechan�sms 
of �nterpreters �n other areas such as cr�m�nal tr�als and �mm�grat�on proceed�ngs. 
The Comm�ttee also produced a glossary of common phrases used �n fam�ly 
proceed�ngs wh�ch should be of ass�stance to �nterpreters. Further work on th�s 
top�c w�ll be carr�ed out �n the com�ng year.

6.2 However, the major�ty of the Comm�ttee’s work has been �n prov�d�ng adv�ce to 
the Counc�l and �ts Comm�ttees, and others, on d�vers�ty �ssues. The Comm�ttee 
was �nvolved �n the response to the consultat�on on the Carter legal a�d 
proposals; transparency; and consent contact orders where domest�c v�olence �s 
an �ssue. In August last year, the D�rector of C�v�l and Fam�ly Just�ce, HM Courts 
Serv�ce, asked the Comm�ttee to ass�st w�th a d�vers�ty aud�t of fam�ly just�ce 
pol�c�es and adv�ce has, so far, been g�ven on the proposed procedural changes 
�n care proceed�ngs and the Un�f�ed Fam�ly Serv�ce programme. The Dart�ngton 
conference due to be held �n September 2007 has d�vers�ty as �ts theme and the 
Comm�ttee was �nvolved �n formulat�ng the programme as well as suggest�ng 
speakers for the var�ous top�cs.
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6.� The Cha�r of the Comm�ttee prov�ded adv�ce to Lord Lester of Herne H�ll on h�s 
pr�vate peer’s b�ll on forced marr�ages. The Cha�r and other members of the 
Comm�ttee played a role �n chang�ng the Government’s att�tude towards the b�ll. 
In�t�ally, the b�ll was opposed but the Government changed �ts pos�t�on and �s now 
support�ng th�s �mportant leg�slat�on.
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Membership

Mathew Thorpe (Cha�r) Deputy Head of Fam�ly Just�ce

Ray Bull Professor of Psychology, Un�vers�ty of Le�cester

M�chael Clarke Consultant Ophthalmolog�st

Stephen Cobb Fam�ly Barr�ster, One Garden Court

Jane Cra�g Head of Fam�ly Law Dept, Manches LLP

Col�n Ferr�e Consultant Paed�atr�c Neurolog�st

Kather�ne G�eve Head of Fam�ly Law Dept. B�ndman & Ptnrs

Danya Glaser Consultant Ch�ld and Adolescent Psych�atr�st

Jane Ireland Br�t�sh Psycholog�cal Soc�ety

Karl Johnson Consultant Paed�atr�c Rad�olog�st

John P�nschof Br�t�sh Psycholog�cal Soc�ety

Rosalyn Proops Consultant Commun�ty Paed�atr�c�an

Gregory R�chardson Consultant Ch�ld and Adolescent Psych�atr�st

M�chael Shaw Consultant Ch�ld and Adolescent Psych�atr�st

Ne�l Stoodley Consultant Neurorad�olog�st

Joan Trowell General Med�cal Counc�l

Chr�stopher Ver�ty V�ce-Pres�dent for Educat�on & Tra�n�ng, Royal College of  
 Paed�atr�cs and Ch�ld Health

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: Issues surround�ng recru�tment and tra�n�ng of experts and del�very of expert  
 op�n�on

�. Ident�fy and develop projects w�th�n the above rem�t that w�ll �mprove the 
current arrangements, for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and 
�nclus�on �n the bus�ness plan.

2. Del�ver projects under paragraph � and ensure that �nformat�on �s d�ssem�nated 
to Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls
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�. Del�ver other projects referred to the Comm�ttee by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l

4. Report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssues referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce; and on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Comm�ttee cons�ders 
should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on.

Activities in 2006-07

7.� The Comm�ttee met four t�mes dur�ng the year and the most �mportant top�c 
cons�dered was the Counc�l’s response to the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s Report, 
‘Bear�ng Good W�tness’. In formulat�ng �ts response, the Comm�ttee also took the 
v�ews of a w�de range of profess�onals �nvolved �n the fam�ly just�ce system at an 
event held �n January 2007.

7.2 In general, the Comm�ttee’s response to the report was very pos�t�ve. It 
represented a s�gn�f�cant and rad�cal re-th�nk on the way that expert med�cal 
ev�dence would be dealt w�th, propos�ng that �t should be recogn�sed as a publ�c 
serv�ce and part of the Nat�onal Health Serv�ce prov�s�on. Inev�tably, there w�ll 
be pract�cal problems wh�ch w�ll have to be solved, �nclud�ng how teams would 
be set up, how they would be pa�d and how the work would be comm�ss�oned. 
Cons�derably more work and thought w�ll be requ�red to make th�s happen. 
The Counc�l’s response to the report can be found on �ts webs�te: www.family-
justice-council.org.uk.

7.� At �ts meet�ng �n May, Professor Jane Ireland gave a presentat�on to the 
Comm�ttee on the outcome of a survey, carr�ed out by the Profess�onal Pract�ce 
Board of the Br�t�sh Psycholog�cal Soc�ety, of psycholog�sts �nvolved �n court 
work. The survey, ent�tled ‘The Incent�ves and D�s�ncent�ves for Be�ng an Expert’, 
revealed some �mportant messages and the results were c�rculated to Local 
Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls. Although clear �ncent�ves were noted for psycholog�sts 
prov�d�ng expert w�tness serv�ces to courts, the survey results stressed the 
d�s�ncent�ves and suggested that these were fundamental �n expla�n�ng why 
many psycholog�sts qual�f�ed to prov�de expert w�tness op�n�ons were e�ther not 
engag�ng w�th such work or were d�sengag�ng from �t. Such a s�tuat�on causes 
d�ff�cult�es for courts w�sh�ng to f�nd, and �nstruct, a su�tably qual�f�ed expert 
who can report w�th�n a relat�vely short per�od of t�me. Many of the d�s�ncent�ves 
noted, however, were felt to be eas�ly addressed e.g. ensur�ng �nstruct�ons are 
as clear as poss�ble, ensur�ng payment w�th�n a reasonable t�me and bu�ld�ng 
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�n some method of prov�d�ng feedback on case outcome. It was hoped that 
th�s br�ef consultat�on would prov�de at least some d�rect�on on how more 
psycholog�sts can be successfully engaged w�th court work.

7.4 Other �ssues cons�dered by the Comm�ttee were the qual�ty of assessments 
made by psycholog�sts and the two BPS representat�ves agreed to take th�s 
�ssue to the BPS to ensure that �t �n�t�ates proposals to �mprove the s�tuat�on. The 
Fam�ly D�v�s�on H�gh Court Judges were also consulted on the frequent �ssues 
that ar�se w�th expert med�cal w�tnesses.

7.� The Comm�ttee �s collaborat�ng w�th the Jud�c�al Rev�ew Team and w�th the 
Fam�ly Procedure Rules Comm�ttee concern�ng Protocols and Rules govern�ng 
the use and role of experts �n fam�ly proceed�ngs.

7.6 The Comm�ttee cont�nues to seek �ncreased �ncent�ves for doctors to undertake 
forens�c work, to prov�de exper�ence through the m�n� pup�llage schemes and to 
m�n�m�se d�s�ncent�ves, part�cularly the threat and consequence of compla�nts to 
the General Med�cal Counc�l.
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Membership

N�cholas Cr�chton (Cha�r) D�str�ct Judge, Inner London Fam�ly Proceed�ngs Court

Paul Clark D�rector, Ch�ldren’s Serv�ces, LB Harrow

Carolyn Ham�lton  Professor of Law, Un�vers�ty of Essex & Off�ce of the   
 Ch�ldren’s Comm�ss�oner for England

Jud�th Masson Professor of Soc�o-Legal Stud�es, Br�stol Un�vers�ty

Lesley Newton C�rcu�t Judge, Manchester

Beverley Sayers Fam�ly Med�ator Member

Chr�st�ne Smart Ch�ldren’s R�ghts D�rector, Cafcass

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: To ascerta�n the v�ews of ch�ldren and young people, and prov�de adv�ce to the  
 Counc�l on the part�c�pat�on and �nvolvement of ch�ldren, and young people, �n  
 the Fam�ly Just�ce System.

�. To �dent�fy and del�ver projects for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l, 
and �nclus�on �n the Bus�ness Plan, on how the fam�ly just�ce system can l�sten 
more effect�vely to the Vo�ce of the Ch�ld.

2. To del�ver other projects referred to the Sub-Group by the Fam�ly Just�ce 
Counc�l.

�. To fac�l�tate the engagement of ch�ldren and young people �n the work of the 
Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l through d�scuss�on groups and other act�v�t�es.

4. To report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssues referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce; and to report on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Sub-Group 
cons�ders should be brought to the Counc�l’s, or �ts Comm�ttees’ attent�on.

Activities in 2006-7

8.� The Vo�ce of the Ch�ld Sub-Group f�rst met �n October 2006 and has taken 
forward two major projects th�s year. The f�rst was work�ng w�th a young people’s 
reference group fac�l�tated by the Nat�onal Youth Advocacy Serv�ce, �n partnersh�p 
w�th Cafcass, and based �n B�rkenhead. The purpose of the group �s to seek the 
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v�ews of ch�ldren and young people about the�r exper�ence of the fam�ly just�ce 
system and to ask them for the�r v�ews on Government consultat�on papers. The 
reference group f�rst met �n October 200�, meets s�x t�mes a year, and the Counc�l 
has agreed to fund �t for two years. The Vo�ce of the Ch�ld Sub-Group feeds �n the 
v�ews of the reference group �nto the w�der work of the Counc�l.

8.2 Dur�ng the per�od covered by th�s Annual Report, the reference group worked on 
the follow�ng �ssues:

(a) the development of Cafcass pr�nc�ples of good pract�ce - the group gave 
feedback on the document to be made ava�lable to young people �n relat�on to 
the standards that they can expect from Cafcass pract�t�oners;

(b) young people’s exper�ence of the fam�ly just�ce system and hear�ng the vo�ce 
of young people �n care plann�ng;

(c) young peoples’ court exper�ences - th�s was cons�dered alongs�de the ‘Every 
Ch�ld Matters’ consultat�on document;

(d) the group prepared responses to two consultat�on documents: ‘Separate 
Representat�on of Ch�ldren’ and ‘Improv�ng Transparency and Pr�vacy �n the 
Fam�ly Courts’;

(e) two sess�ons were convened for the young people to have an �nput to the 
Department for Const�tut�onal Affa�rs stakeholder event on transparency, and;

(f) the group �s currently cons�der�ng standards for commun�cat�ng w�th young 
people and �s �n the process of prepar�ng a contr�but�on to tra�n�ng for the 
jud�c�ary.

8.� The group has presented an overv�ew of �ts work to the Cafcass Board and to the 
Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l.
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8.4 The Sub-Group has started work on a draft pol�cy paper explor�ng methods 
for �ncreas�ng the part�c�pat�on of the ch�ldren and young people �n the fam�ly 
just�ce system. The paper cons�ders the human r�ghts, ch�ld welfare, tra�n�ng and 
resource �ssues ra�sed and exam�nes the case for enabl�ng ch�ldren to see judges 
dur�ng the course of proceed�ngs �n appropr�ate c�rcumstances.

8.� Subject to the endorsement of the Counc�l, the Vo�ce of the Ch�ld Sub-Group 
�ntends to publ�sh and c�rculate a d�scuss�on paper �n order to st�mulate a debate 
on the part�c�pat�on of ch�ldren �n the fam�ly just�ce system.
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Membership

Mar�lyn Morn�ngton (Cha�r) D�str�ct Judge, Barnsley

Sher�dan Greenland D�rector, Care Proceed�ngs Programme and C�v�l and   
 Fam�ly Bus�ness Systems, HMCS

El�zabeth Hall Reg�onal D�rector (Develop�ng Pract�ce/Safeguard�ng/  
 Domest�c V�olence Portfol�o), Cafcass

Jud�th Masson Professor of Soc�o-Legal Stud�es, Un�vers�ty of Br�stol

Br�an Moore ACPO: Deputy Ch�ef Constable, Surrey

Jean Pr�ce Consultant Commun�ty Paed�atr�c�an

Khatun Sapnara Fam�ly Barr�ster, Coram Chambers

Beverley Sayers Fam�ly Med�ator

Chr�st�ne Smart D�rector, Ch�ldren’s R�ghts Cafcass

HMCS officials in attendance

Terry Hunter Head of Domest�c V�olence Branch, HMCS

Jan Sal�h� Domest�c V�olence Branch

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: To cons�der and prov�de adv�ce to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on domest�c  
 v�olence �ssues ar�s�ng �n the fam�ly just�ce system.

�. Ident�fy and develop projects w�th�n the above rem�t that would �mprove the 
current arrangements, for endorsement by the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and 
�nclus�on �n the bus�ness plan.

2. Del�ver projects approved under paragraph � and ensure that �nformat�on �s 
d�ssem�nated to Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls.

�. Del�ver other projects referred to the Work�ng Group by the Fam�ly Just�ce 
Counc�l.

4. Report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on �ssues referred to the Counc�l for 
adv�ce; and on �ssues w�th�n the above rem�t that the Work�ng Group cons�ders 
should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on.
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Activities in 2006-7

9.� The Work�ng Group has taken forward two major projects dur�ng the course of 
th�s year. It has developed a bluepr�nt for a mult� d�sc�pl�nary awareness day on 
domest�c v�olence for LFJCs w�th the a�ms of:

�. ra�s�ng awareness of the effects of domest�c v�olence on ch�ldren and the�r 
fam�l�es;

��. address�ng the concerns of r�sk assessment and safety plann�ng �n the court 
process as set out on the HMICA report as they affect the jud�c�ary, court staff 
and others �nvolved �n legal proceed�ngs, and;

���. address�ng the needs of part�cularly vulnerable groups such as the d�sabled 
and those from BME commun�t�es.

9.2 Successful events have been held �n the major�ty of areas. Each Local Fam�ly 
Just�ce Counc�l rece�ved a resource pack, put together through the Work�ng 
Group, wh�ch prov�ded all the necessary mater�al to hold such an event, �nclud�ng 
a draft programme, suggested speakers, quest�onna�res and case stud�es. The 
Cha�r spoke at a number of these events. Feedback from these events has been 
un�versally pos�t�ve.

9.� The local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l conference �n March 2007, saw the launch of the 
DVD ‘You don’t have to l�ve �n fear’, a gu�de for v�ct�ms of domest�c v�olence on 
the fam�ly court process; to expla�n the help and remed�es ava�lable to v�ct�ms of 
domest�c v�olence, �n England and Wales. The DVD was produced by the M�n�stry 
for Just�ce w�th f�nanc�al ass�stance, and support, from the Fam�ly Just�ce 
Counc�l, and �s a�med at current and potent�al appl�cants, adv�sors of v�ct�ms, 
such as lawyers and support groups e.g. Women’s A�d and Refuge workers, and 
others such as the pol�ce, hous�ng, soc�al and health serv�ces. It �s free of charge 
and �s be�ng d�str�buted w�dely and has been very well rece�ved.

9.4 The Group prov�ded �nput to the preparat�on of the report to the Pres�dent on 
contact �n cases where domest�c v�olence �s an �ssue and w�ll cont�nue to lead on 
th�s for the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l �n the com�ng year.
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9.� The Group responded on behalf of the Counc�l to the Home Off�ce consultat�on 
on ‘Gu�dance for Domest�c Hom�c�de Rev�ews’ and has had an �nput, together 
w�th the D�vers�ty Group, �nto the Forced Marr�age B�ll currently proceed�ng 
through Parl�ament.

9.6 The Cha�r of the Group has part�c�pated �n delegat�ons to Pak�stan and Saud� 
Arab�a and cont�nues to act as an adv�ser and trustee for a � year project 
�nvest�gat�ng the effects of domest�c v�olence on all aspects of ch�ld development; 
and s�ts on the Assoc�at�on of Ch�ef Pol�ce Off�cers’ Domest�c V�olence and 
Honour Based V�olence Nat�onal Steer�ng Groups.
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Membership

Jud�th Masson, Cha�r Professor of Soc�o-legal Stud�es, Br�stol Un�vers�ty

Sheena Adam  Cafcass

Martha Cover  Fam�ly Law Bar Assoc�at�on

Jonathan D�ckens  Sen�or Lecturer �n Soc�al Work, Un�vers�ty of East Angl�a

Jenny Dr�scoll  D�rector of Ch�ld Stud�es Programme, K�ngs College, London

George Eddon  Pr�nc�pal Lawyer for Ch�ldren, North Yorksh�re County Counc�l

Carol Edwards  NAGALRO

M�ke H�nchl�ffe  Cafcass

Grant Howell Resolut�on, sol�c�tor at Charles Russell

Jean Pr�ce Paed�atr�c�an, Ch�ld and Fam�ly Serv�ces, Southampton

Neela Shabde  Paed�atr�c�an

Jud�th Trowell  Tav�stock Cl�n�c

Terms of Reference

Rem�t: To adv�se the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l on the cont�nu�ng need for    
 �nterd�sc�pl�nary educat�on and tra�n�ng w�th�n, and across, the fam�ly just�ce  
 system. In part�cular to:

�. �dent�fy opportun�t�es to develop and del�ver such educat�on and tra�n�ng;

2. �dent�fy ways �n wh�ch relevant organ�sat�ons, profess�onal bod�es and 
government departments m�ght best be �nvolved to support the rem�t of the 
Comm�ttee;

�. report to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l, and �ts comm�ttees, on �ssues referred 
to the Counc�l for adv�ce and on �ssues, w�th�n �ts rem�t, wh�ch the Comm�ttee 
cons�ders should be brought to the Counc�l’s attent�on, and;

4. cons�der and, where appropr�ate, take forward educat�on and tra�n�ng �ssues 
ra�sed by other comm�ttees of the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l.
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Activities in 2006-07

�0.� Th�s �s the most recently establ�shed of the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l’s Comm�ttees 
and held �ts f�rst meet�ng �n November 2006. The ma�n purpose of the Comm�ttee 
�s to promote �nter-d�sc�pl�nary educat�on and tra�n�ng among the profess�onal 
groups that work �n the fam�ly just�ce system.

�0.2 The Comm�ttee has dec�ded to concentrate on the �nterd�sc�pl�nary educat�on and 
tra�n�ng of new entrants to relevant profess�onal d�sc�pl�nes. Members have begun 
to map out the ex�st�ng �nterd�sc�pl�nary educat�on and tra�n�ng carr�ed out by the 
key profess�onal bod�es w�th the a�m of �dent�fy�ng wh�ch groups requ�re the most 
urgent attent�on.

�0.� The �ntent�on �s to complete the mapp�ng exerc�se �n 2007-08 and the Comm�ttee 
w�ll seek to engage w�th those profess�onal bod�es that would benef�t from a more 
�nter-d�sc�pl�nary approach.
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�0.4 Feedback rece�ved by the Comm�ttee suggests that many profess�onals work�ng 
�n the fam�ly just�ce system have l�m�ted understand�ng and �nformat�on on how 
the system as a whole works and where they f�t �n. The FJC has already sought to 
�mprove knowledge of the work�ng of the fam�ly just�ce system through the gu�de 
on �ts webs�te at www.family-justice-council.org.uk/system.htm. Dur�ng 2007-
08 the Comm�ttee w�ll �dent�fy appropr�ate mater�als g�v�ng an overv�ew of the 
fam�ly just�ce system as a means of further�ng an understand�ng of the system. 
Once these mater�als have been �dent�f�ed, the Comm�ttee �ntends to encourage 
the�r use �n profess�onal �nduct�on tra�n�ng and to d�ssem�nate them as w�dely as 
poss�ble e.g. through the FJC webs�te.
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��.� Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls (LFJCs) were establ�shed �n the latter part of 200� 
to underp�n the work of the nat�onal Counc�l at local level. There are 40 LFJCs �n 
England and Wales

��.2 The�r pr�nc�pal a�ms are:

• To h�ghl�ght and address local �ssues on �mprov�ng the del�very of fam�ly just�ce, 
�nclud�ng organ�s�ng tra�n�ng events;

• To respond to �ssues ra�sed by the nat�onal Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l, h�ghl�ght�ng 
any local problems and flagg�ng up any local �n�t�at�ves des�gned to address 
those d�ff�cult�es, and;

• To create a rec�procal exchange of �nformat�on and �deas between Local 
Counc�ls and the FJC.

��.� All the LFJCs are cha�red by a spec�al�st fam�ly judge and, as w�th the FJC, 
members are drawn from a w�de range of d�sc�pl�nes work�ng w�th�n the fam�ly 
just�ce system. They are supported by a part-t�me adm�n�strator drawn from the 
local HMCS staff.

��.4 Dur�ng the course of the year, commun�cat�ons between the Nat�onal and 
Local Counc�ls �mproved s�gn�f�cantly and a number of LFJCs responded to 
the var�ous consultat�on exerc�ses �nclud�ng, Concurrent Care and Placement 
Orders, transparency, the Carter proposals for legal a�d and consent orders �n 
contact appl�cat�ons where domest�c v�olence was an �ssue. In turn, the concerns 
expressed by many Local Counc�ls at the new legal a�d contracts for sol�c�tors 
and the�r effect on the fam�ly just�ce system led to the Counc�l �ssu�ng a press 
release on th�s matter �n March 2007.

��.� In February 2007, Local Counc�ls were asked to complete a short quest�onna�re 
sett�ng out the�r act�v�t�es to date and what they had ach�eved. These revealed 
that all Counc�ls had organ�sed conferences and tra�n�ng events cover�ng a 
var�ety of subjects �nclud�ng a med�co-legal conference on ch�ld protect�on; adult 
and ch�ld d�sab�l�t�es �n care proceed�ngs; the Vo�ce of the Ch�ld; transparency �n 
fam�ly proceed�ngs; and �n part�cular, domest�c v�olence. A number of Counc�ls 
also hold a regular short tra�n�ng forum on var�ous top�cs. The extent of the 
tra�n�ng undertaken by LFJCs �s �mpress�ve, w�th events often attended by over 
�00 representat�ves from the local fam�ly just�ce system together w�th very 
pos�t�ve feedback on the value of such events.
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��.6 In March 2007, a day conference was held �n Ken�lworth for representat�ves of the 
LFJCs. After open�ng remarks by the Pres�dent of the Fam�ly D�v�s�on and Lord 
Just�ce Thorpe, the f�rst half of the conference was g�ven over to presentat�ons 
by members of the FJC on transparency �n the fam�ly courts, consent contact 
orders and the �ssue of domest�c v�olence. Delegates were also shown a new 
DVD, ‘You don’t have to l�ve �n fear’, des�gned for the v�ct�ms of domest�c v�olence 
and prov�d�ng a gu�de to what remed�es were ava�lable and the procedures 
�nvolved. The DVD has been partly funded by the FJC. The second half of the 
conference cons�sted of a presentat�on by H�s Honour Judge Elly, the jo�nt 
Cha�r of the Thames Valley LFJC, on how, two years on, he thought that LFJCs 
had progressed. F�nally, Norman Hartnell, a sol�c�tor member of the Pen�nsula 
(Devon & Cornwall) LFJC h�ghl�ghted the �mportance of commun�cat�on, �n 
part�cular, cons�der�ng how commun�cat�on could better be ach�eved between the 
Nat�onal and Local Counc�ls; and from Local Counc�ls to the local profess�onal 
membersh�p and court users; the establ�shment of a web based nat�onal 
database of local resources based on the FJC webs�te w�th a l�nk to each LFJC; 
what LFJCs need to fulf�l the�r roles; and to suggest some pr�or�t�es for the 
com�ng year. Feedback rece�ved from the delegates �nd�cated that the conference 
had been a great success although some felt that more t�me should have been 
allowed for general group d�scuss�on.

��.7 At the conference, the Counc�l launched �ts sponsorsh�p scheme, whereby 
members of the Counc�l adopt one or more LFJCs. The purpose of the scheme �s 
to prov�de a l�nk between the Counc�l and LFJCs. Th�s �ncludes:

• Offer�ng support to Local Counc�ls

• Tak�ng back �ssues of concern to the FJC

• Prov�d�ng adv�ce and gu�dance to resolve local problems

• Prov�d�ng a condu�t for shar�ng good pract�ce

• Help�ng to ra�se the prof�le of the Counc�ls both nat�onally and locally.
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��.8 In June 2007, an event �s planned for the LFJC adm�n�strators wh�ch w�ll prov�de 
them w�th an opportun�ty to meet each other; to d�scuss any areas of concern; 
share good pract�ce; and for the FJC secretar�at to expla�n more fully what they 
do and what would help them �n forg�ng better l�nks w�th the Local Counc�ls.
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�2.� The Counc�l has set �tself e�ght strateg�c object�ves to gu�de �ts work �n 2007-08. 
The Counc�l’s Bus�ness Plan for 2007-08 �s attached at Annex D. The Secretary 
of State for Just�ce has endorsed these object�ves. They are:

1) To establish effective links with and support to the Local Family Justice Councils

�2.2 The Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�ls were set up �n 200� and many of them 
have establ�shed themselves as champ�ons of effect�ve �nter-d�sc�pl�nary co-
operat�on �n the�r areas. Others are currently less effect�ve and there rema�n 
commun�cat�on problems �n some areas. To �mprove two-way commun�cat�on 
and network�ng between the nat�onal and Local Counc�ls, the Secretar�at 
�ntends to v�s�t all 40 LFJCs over the com�ng year. The Secretar�at has organ�sed 
a conference for the adm�n�strators of LFJCs to take place �n June 2007. The 
purpose of the conference �s to br�ng the LFJC adm�n�strators together to share 
common problems and exper�ence and to �dent�fy common solut�ons.

2) To understand better the impact of diversity on the Family Justice System and 
to identify any action required to better meet the needs of children and parents 
from BME communities coming into contact with the Family Justice System.

�2.� D�vers�ty �s the theme of the Counc�l’s next Dart�ngton Conference due to take 
place �n September 2007. The Dart�ngton Plann�ng Comm�ttee has put together 
an �mpress�ve programme of speakers, from a number of d�fferent d�sc�pl�nes 
work�ng �n fam�ly just�ce, to exam�ne the �mpact of d�vers�ty on the system. 
The members of the Comm�ttee are: Lord Just�ce Thorpe (Cha�r), Jul�a Brophy, 
Yvonne Brown, Bruce Clark, Kather�ne G�eve, Danya Glaser, Angela N�eld, Al�son 
Paddle, Khatun Sapnara, G�ll�an Schof�eld, Neela Shabde, Samantha S�nger, 
Cla�re Sturge and Jud�th Trowell.

�2.4 The D�vers�ty Comm�ttee has been asked by the M�n�stry of Just�ce to part�c�pate 
�n a d�vers�ty aud�t of �ts fam�ly just�ce pol�c�es and w�ll work w�th MoJ off�c�als 
on th�s over the com�ng year. The D�vers�ty Comm�ttee w�ll be prov�d�ng adv�ce 
and support to Lord Lester of Herne H�ll dur�ng the parl�amentary passage of h�s 
pr�vate peer’s b�ll on forced marr�age.
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3) To examine the use and role of experts in the Family Justice System

�2.� In the event that the Government accepts the recommendat�ons made �n the 
Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s report, ‘Bear�ng Good W�tness’, the Experts Comm�ttee 
and the Ch�ldren �n Safeguard�ng Comm�ttee w�ll take forward work on 
�mplementat�on of the new system for prov�d�ng expert ev�dence �n fam�ly cases. 
The Counc�l �s �n a un�que pos�t�on to bu�ld support for the proposals across 
both the med�cal and legal profess�ons. Lord Just�ce Thorpe represents the 
Counc�l on the Programme Board charged w�th �mplement�ng the report. The 
Experts Comm�ttee w�ll also be work�ng on establ�sh�ng an effect�ve network of 
tra�n�ng �n�t�at�ves for spec�al�st reg�strars �n part�cular.

4) To identify and address major issues of concern in proceedings safeguarding 
children

�2.6 Aga�nst a background of uncerta�nty as to the appropr�ate source of fund�ng for 
res�dent�al and v�ab�l�ty assessments, the Ch�ldren �n Safeguard�ng Proceed�ngs 
Comm�ttee cons�ders that there �s an urgent need to look at the ev�dent�al value 
of assessments �n publ�c law cases and whether they represent value for money. 
They �ntend to rev�ew the contr�but�on made by assessments to dec�s�on-mak�ng 
�n publ�c law cases, espec�ally �n those cases where such assessments offer 
a last chance for parents to demonstrate that they are capable of look�ng after 
the�r ch�ldren. The Comm�ttee w�ll take forward work on promot�ng awareness 
of, and debate on the mer�ts of, concurrent plann�ng and to exam�ne the role 
and effect�veness of Independent Report�ng Off�cers �n publ�c law cases. The 
Comm�ttee w�ll also contr�bute to the work on transparency, the Ch�ef Med�cal 
Off�cer’s report on experts and the response to the proposals of the Legal 
Serv�ces Comm�ss�on on reform�ng the fund�ng of publ�c law cases.

5) To promote better outcomes for parties and children in Private Law Proceedings

�2.7 Together w�th the Domest�c V�olence Work�ng Group and the Local Fam�ly 
Just�ce Counc�ls, the Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es Comm�ttee w�ll seek to secure 
the support of stakeholders �n the fam�ly just�ce system to take forward the 
recommendat�ons of the Comm�ttee’s report on contact by consent �n cases 
w�th a h�story of domest�c v�olence. The Comm�ttee w�ll lead on the response to 
the Government’s rev�sed proposals on separate representat�on of ch�ldren and 
contr�bute to the Counc�l’s �nput on the Ch�ef Med�cal Off�cer’s proposals on the 
prov�s�on of med�cal expert ev�dence �n fam�ly cases.
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�2.8 The Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es Comm�ttee w�ll seek an �nterd�sc�pl�nary v�ew on the 
content of the ‘contact act�v�t�es’ prov�ded for �n the Ch�ldren and Adopt�on Act 
200� to st�mulate an �nformed debate on the �mplementat�on of the leg�slat�on. 
The Comm�ttee w�ll seek to work w�th LFJCs on the promot�on of fam�ly 
med�at�on �n appropr�ate cases.

6) To identify and address major issues which affect families in relation to financial 
and property matters.

�2.9 The Money and Property Comm�ttee w�ll cont�nue to lead the Counc�l’s 
engagement w�th the Government on the reform the Ch�ld Support Agency 
and w�ll seek to �nfluence the shape of any leg�slat�on establ�sh�ng the new 
arrangements for ch�ld support. The Comm�ttee w�ll also seek to make the case 
that a fundamental rev�ew of sect�on 2� of the Matr�mon�al Causes Act �97� �s 
now overdue. The Comm�ttee w�ll work w�th LFJCs �n promot�ng a more un�form 
approach to F�nanc�al D�spute Resolut�on (FDR) hear�ngs and �n explor�ng the 
value of block l�st�ng FDR hear�ngs �n FDR weeks.

7) To identify changes in policy, practice and procedure that will enable the 
family justice system to listen more effectively to the Voice of the Child.

�2.�0 The Vo�ce of the Ch�ld Comm�ttee w�ll be work�ng on a d�scuss�on paper 
on enhanc�ng the part�c�pat�on of ch�ldren �n the fam�ly just�ce system. The 
purpose of the paper �s to st�mulate a debate on the des�rab�l�ty and feas�b�l�ty 
of enabl�ng ch�ldren to see judges �n the course of proceed�ngs. The Comm�ttee 
w�ll c�rculate the paper to the LFJCs and other stakeholders �n the fam�ly just�ce 
system and seek v�ews.

8) To identify opportunities to develop and deliver inter-disciplinary education and 
training to key professional groups working in the family justice system.

�2.�� In �ts f�rst year, the Educat�on and Tra�n�ng Comm�ttee w�ll concentrate on mapp�ng 
and report�ng on the ex�st�ng �nter-d�sc�pl�nary tra�n�ng that �s ava�lable to new 
entrants to the key profess�ons work�ng �n the fam�ly just�ce system. The Comm�ttee 
w�ll also seek to bu�ld l�nks between the Counc�l and the bod�es respons�ble for 
the tra�n�ng, educat�on and accred�tat�on on the key profess�onal groups.
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The Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l a�ms to fac�l�tate the del�very of better and qu�cker 
outcomes for fam�l�es and ch�ldren who use the fam�ly just�ce system. The Counc�l’s 
pr�mary role �s to promote an �nter–d�sc�pl�nary approach to fam�ly just�ce. Through 
consultat�on and research, �t mon�tors how effect�vely the system, both as a whole and 
through �ts component parts, del�vers the serv�ce the Government and the publ�c need 
and �t adv�ses on reforms necessary for cont�nuous �mprovement. In part�cular �t w�ll:

• Promote �mproved �nterd�sc�pl�nary work�ng across the fam�ly just�ce system 
through �nclus�ve d�scuss�on, commun�cat�on and co-ord�nat�on between all 
agenc�es, �nclud�ng by way of sem�nars and conferences as appropr�ate;

• Ident�fy and d�ssem�nate best pract�ce throughout the fam�ly just�ce system 
by fac�l�tat�ng a mutual exchange of �nformat�on between local fam�ly just�ce 
counc�ls and the nat�onal Counc�l, �nclud�ng �nformat�on on local �n�t�at�ves, and by 
�dent�fy�ng pr�or�t�es for, and encourag�ng the conduct of, research;

• Prov�de gu�dance and d�rect�on to ach�eve cons�stency of pract�ce throughout 
the fam�ly just�ce system and subm�t proposals for new pract�ce d�rect�ons where 
appropr�ate;

• Prov�de adv�ce and make recommendat�ons to Government on changes to 
leg�slat�on, pract�ce and procedure, wh�ch w�ll �mprove the work�ngs of the fam�ly 
just�ce system.

Annex A

Terms of Reference
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Chair: ex officio  
The Rt. Hon. Sir Mark Potter, 
President of the Family Division and Head of Family Justice

S�r Mark Potter was born 27 August �9�7, educated at Perse School, 
Cambr�dge; Gonv�lle and Ca�us College, Cambr�dge. Marr�ed Lady 
(Und�ne) Potter �n �962 and has two sons and two grandch�ldren.

Pres�dent of the Fam�ly D�v�s�on s�nce Apr�l 200�. The Fam�ly D�v�s�on has �9 judges. 
Judge of the H�gh Court, Queens Bench D�v�s�on �988-�996; Pres�d�ng Judge of the 
Northern C�rcu�t �99�-94; Judge �n charge, Commerc�al Court �994-9�; a Lord Just�ce 
of Appeal �996-200�.

Called to the Bar �96�, by Gray’s Inn; �n pract�ce at the Bar �962 – 88; QC �980; 
Bencher �987. The Treasurer of Gray’s Inn �n 2004.

From �980-84 member of the Supreme Court Rule Comm�ttee; Lord Chancellor’s 
C�v�l Just�ce Rev�ew Comm�ttee, �98�-88; Cha�rman Bar Publ�c Affa�rs Comm�ttee, 
�987; V�ce-Cha�rman Counc�l of Legal Educat�on, �989-9�; Cha�rman of the Lord 
Chancellor’s Adv�sory Comm�ttee on Legal Educat�on and Conduct, �998-99; 
Cha�rman of the Legal Serv�ces Consultancy Panel, 2000 -200�; Cha�rman Fam�ly 
Procedure Rules Comm�ttee 200�-; Cha�rman Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l 200�-.

Member Counc�l, Nott�ngham Un�vers�ty, �996-99. Trustee, Somerset House Trust, 
�997-. Hon. Fellow Gonv�lle & Ca�us College, Cambr�dge and K�ng’s College, London; 
Hon. LLD London Metropol�tan, 2000. Patron Ch�ldren Law UK & STEP.

Deputy Chair:  
The Rt. Hon Lord Justice Thorpe 
Deputy Head of Family Justice. Head of International  
Family Justice for England and Wales. 
Chair of the Executive and Expert Sub-Committees.

S�r Mathew Thorpe was educated at Stowe and Ball�ol College,  
Oxford. He was called to the Bar, Inner Temple, �96�, and became  
a Bencher of the Inner Temple �986.

A m�xed pract�ce unt�l tak�ng S�lk �n �980, thereafter spec�al�s�ng �n fam�ly law. Counsel 
to the Cleveland Inqu�ry �987. Appo�nted a judge of the H�gh Court, Fam�ly D�v�s�on, 
�n �988. L�a�son Judge for the Western C�rcu�t �99�-�99�. Appo�nted a Lord Just�ce of 
Appeal �n �99�.

Annex B

Membersh�p of the  
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Pres�dent: Parentl�ne Plus and Med�at�on �n D�vorce.  
Governor: Thomas Coram Foundat�on.  
Trustee: St Sav�our’s Pr�ory.

Mrs Justice Baron 
Chair of the Money and Property Committee

The Hon Mrs Just�ce Baron was born �n �9�2. She was educated at 
Jersey College for G�rls and thereafter at St Hugh’s College, Oxford. 
She �s a Bencher of M�ddle Temple hav�ng been called to the Bar �n 
�976. She became a S�lk �n �99�. Her pract�ce spec�al�ty was “B�g Money” cases and 
she was �n a number of lead�ng cases. She adv�sed many celebr�t�es and members 
of royal fam�l�es �nclud�ng the Pr�nce of Wales. She was Head of Chambers at Queen 
El�zabeth Bu�ld�ng from 200� unt�l her appo�ntment to the H�gh Court Bench �n 
January 2004. She �s on a number of comm�ttees. Her �nterests �nclude Ballet, Opera 
and travel.

Paul Clark 
Director of Children’s Services

Paul Clark began h�s career tra�n�ng as a lawyer but he changed 
d�rect�on and subsequently qual�f�ed as a soc�al worker work�ng �n 
Northamptonsh�re where he managed local teams, fam�ly centres, 
ch�ldren’s homes and later the county �nformat�on system.

He moved to the Soc�al Serv�ces Inspectorate where he led on ch�ld protect�on. He 
was seconded to manage Cleveland Soc�al Serv�ces ch�ldren and fam�l�es after the 
“cr�s�s” and then later rejo�ned the SSI.

Paul worked for one year w�th the Ch�ef Inspector of Pr�sons when he wrote the Young 
Pr�soner report. He returned to the SSI and became nat�onal lead on Qual�ty Protects, 
Youth Just�ce and Complex Abuse.

He worked �n Hertfordsh�re County Counc�l as Deputy D�rector, Ch�ldren, Schools and 
Fam�l�es and moved to Harrow Counc�l �n October 200� as the D�rector of Ch�ldren’s 
Serv�ces.

Paul Clark �s a board member of Ch�ld Explo�tat�on and Onl�ne Protect�on Centre 
(CEOP) and a Fellow of the Royal Soc�ety of Arts.
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Stephen Cobb QC

Stephen Cobb was called to the Bar �n �98�, and was appo�nted 
Queen’s Counsel �n 200�. He has spec�al�sed �n fam�ly law at the bar 
s�nce �990. The major�ty of h�s work concerns ch�ldren, �n publ�c and 
pr�vate law proceed�ngs, and occas�onally by way of jud�c�al rev�ew.

He �s a member of the FJC’s Experts Comm�ttee, and the Ch�ldren �n Safeguard�ng 
Proceed�ngs Comm�ttee. As a member of the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l, he has also 
d�rectly part�c�pated �n consultat�ons on the use of experts �n fam�ly cases, and on 
transparency �n the fam�ly courts.

He �s a Recorder of the Crown Court; he �s an elected member of the comm�ttee 
of the Fam�ly Law Bar Assoc�at�on. He �s a member of the NYAS (Nat�onal Youth 
Advocacy Serv�ce) Profess�onal Adv�sory Group. He �s a general ed�tor of Clarke 
Hall & Morr�son on Ch�ldren, hav�ng prev�ously ed�ted ‘Essent�al Fam�ly Pract�ce’ 
(Butterworths). He has appeared �n over �0 reported cases �n the law reports.

Jane Craig 
Chair of the Children in Families Committee

Is a partner and bus�ness head of the fam�ly law department at 
Manches LLP. She qual�f�ed as a sol�c�tor �n �982. She l�ves �n London 
and �s marr�ed w�th a school-age daughter.

Jane tra�ned as a sol�c�tor at a H�gh Street Legal A�d pract�ce �n the North East of 
England. She then spent f�ve years at a H�gh Street Legal A�d pract�ce �n South East 
London, where she ga�ned w�de-rang�ng fam�ly law exper�ence, �nclud�ng a h�gh 
volume of domest�c v�olence cases, pr�vate law d�sputes concern�ng ch�ldren and 
f�nanc�al d�sputes on d�vorce �nvolv�ng l�m�ted f�nanc�al means and often mult�ple 
soc�al problems.

Jane jo�ned Manches �n �988 and became a partner �n �992.

Jane spec�al�ses �n the f�nanc�al aspects of h�gh value d�vorce cases, d�sputes 
concern�ng res�dence or contact arrangements for ch�ldren, d�sputes between 
unmarr�ed cohab�tants when the�r relat�onsh�p breaks down and f�nanc�al prov�s�on for 
the ch�ldren of unmarr�ed parents (Schedule � Ch�ldren Act cases).

Jane was Nat�onal Cha�rman of Resolut�on (formerly the Sol�c�tors Fam�ly Law 
Assoc�at�on) from May 200� to March 200�. She then cha�red Resolut�on’s 
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Cohab�tat�on Comm�ttee, work�ng for reform of the law �n relat�on to co-hab�tants, unt�l 
March 2006, and rema�ns a member of the Comm�ttee.

Jane �s a contr�but�ng ed�tor of Sweet & Maxwell’s textbook, ‘Cohab�tat�on: Law and 
Precedents’. She �s also a member of the Law Comm�ss�on’s Cohab�tat�on Project 
Legal Adv�sory Group.

Jane’s caseload �nvolves many cases w�th an �nternat�onal element and she �s a Fellow 
of the Internat�onal Academy of Matr�mon�al Lawyers.

District Judge Nicholas Crichton 
Inner London Family Proceedings Court at Wells Street 
Chair of the Voice of the Child Group.

N�cholas Cr�chton was a sol�c�tor �n pr�vate pract�ce �n North West  
London w�th part�cular �nterest �n care proceed�ngs/ch�ld protect�on, 
�97� – �986.

Appo�nted Metropol�tan St�pend�ary Mag�strate, s�nce renamed D�str�ct Judge 
(Mag�strates Court), �986. Appo�nted Recorder (publ�c and pr�vate fam�ly law t�ckets) 
�99�.

Appo�nted �n �99� to s�t full t�me �n Fam�ly Proceed�ngs and closely �nvolved �n sett�ng 
up and the development of the Inner London Fam�ly Proceed�ngs Court at Wells 
Street, wh�ch opened �n Apr�l �997.

Former member of the Jud�c�al Stud�es Board Fam�ly Comm�ttee and former cha�r of 
the Inner and North London Guard�an ad L�tem Panel Comm�ttee.

Cha�r/serv�ng member of a number of comm�ttees and groups �nclud�ng the 
Assoc�at�on of Lawyers for Ch�ldren young persons subcomm�ttee, the NSPCC group 
produc�ng �nformat�on for ch�ldren w�th d�sab�l�t�es who face care proceed�ngs, Coram 
Fam�ly Adv�sory Groups and the Nat�onal Youth Advocacy Serv�ce Profess�onal 
Adv�sory Group.

Frequent speaker at �nternat�onal conferences and regular work �n the f�eld of ch�ld 
protect�on �n Russ�a and Bulgar�a.
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Katherine Gieve 
Chair of the Children in Safeguarding Proceedings Committee

Kather�ne G�eve �s a partner and head of the fam�ly department at 
B�ndman & Partners. She qual�f�ed as a sol�c�tor �n �978. She l�ves �n 
London and �s marr�ed w�th two ch�ldren.

After work�ng �n a Law Centre and for the Fam�ly R�ghts Group she came to B�ndmans 
�n �988 and became a partner �n �99�.

Kather�ne spec�al�ses �n cases concern�ng ch�ldren, both publ�c law care cases and 
cases follow�ng the breakdown of relat�onsh�ps between the parents. She represents 
parents and ch�ldren, and other fam�ly members. She represents ch�ldren and parents 
�n cases concern�ng med�cal treatment: �n the case of the conjo�ned tw�ns she 
represented ‘Jod�e’. She has exper�ence of adopt�on and declarat�ons of parentage, 
and represents both ch�ldren and parents �n surrogacy cases. Kather�ne takes 
abduct�on cases for the Central Author�ty.

Kather�ne �s a member of the Law Soc�ety Ch�ldren Panel. She �s a member (and 
former cha�r) of Resolut�on (formerly SFLA) ch�ldren comm�ttee. She �s a member of 
the Nuff�eld Foundat�on comm�ttee on Ch�ld Protect�on and Fam�ly Just�ce. She �s a 
member of the Assoc�at�on of Lawyers for Ch�ldren. She has been on the adv�sory 
comm�ttee for a number of research projects �nclud�ng, most recently, Dr Jul�a Brophy’s 
research on the s�gn�f�cance of ethn�c�ty �n care cases. She lectures on ch�ldren law.

Dr Danya Glaser

Danya Glaser �s consultant ch�ld and adolescent psych�atr�st at 
Great Ormond Street Ch�ldren’s Hosp�tal, London. Prev�ously a 
developmental paed�atr�c�an, she has worked �n CAMHS both �n the 
commun�ty and �n hosp�tal sett�ngs. Unt�l recently, she headed an 
�ntegrated ch�ld protect�on serv�ce compr�s�ng three mult�d�sc�pl�nary teams who, 
respect�vely, work w�th the �dent�f�cat�on and treatment of emot�onal abuse; carry out 
assessments and prov�de mult�d�sc�pl�nary expert reports and ev�dence �n Ch�ldren 
Act proceed�ngs; and consult and offer treatment for very troubled ch�ldren and the�r 
(often) new carers post protect�on. Dr Glaser has taught and wr�tten w�dely on all 
aspects of ch�ld maltreatment �nclud�ng sexual and emot�onal abuse; effects of adult 
mental �llness on ch�ld welfare; the �nterface between ch�ld abuse and the law and 
the effects of ch�ld maltreatment on the develop�ng bra�n. W�th her research team, 
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she �s about to complete a follow-up study of ch�ldren who have been subject to care 
proceed�ngs and �s study�ng the eff�cacy of tra�n�ng profess�onals �n the recogn�t�on 
and management of emot�onal abuse. She has recently co-authored a book on 
attachment and attachment d�sorders. Dr Glaser �s pres�dent of the Internat�onal 
Soc�ety for the Prevent�on of Ch�ld Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN).

Elaine Laken  
Clerk to the Justices for the local justice areas of  
Bath & Wansdyke, Mendip and North Avon

Ela�ne started work �n the Mag�strates’ Courts Serv�ce �n �974 and 
has worked �n the West Country s�nce that t�me. She was called to 
the Bar �n �978 and �s a member of the Inner Temple.

Throughout her career Ela�ne has taken an �nterest �n fam�ly and mental health �ssues. 
She was a member of the Home Off�ce team that tra�ned mag�strates and staff �n 
the prov�s�ons of the Ch�ldren Act �989 and she cont�nues to tra�n �n relat�on to new 
leg�slat�on/updat�ng on case law and �n�t�at�ves.

She was a member of the Pres�dent’s Adopt�on Comm�ttee and the Adv�sory 
Comm�ttee that produced the Protocol for Jud�c�al Case Management �n Publ�c Law 
Ch�ldren Act Cases.

She �s also a member of the JSB Fam�ly and Mag�ster�al Comm�ttee and the Avon, 
Somerset and Gloucestersh�re Local Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l.

Mary MacLeod 
Chief Executive of the National Family and Parenting Institute

Mary MacLeod jo�ned the Fam�ly and Parent�ng Inst�tute as �ts f�rst 
ch�ef execut�ve �n October �999. Formerly of Barnardo’s, Loth�an 
Reg�on Soc�al Work Department, Ch�ldL�ne and the Un�vers�t�es of 
Ed�nburgh and North London, she has wr�tten w�dely about ch�ld and fam�ly welfare. 
Publ�cat�ons �nclude: ‘Why Me? a study of bully�ng’; ‘Ch�ldren and Rac�sm’; ‘Ch�ld 
Protect�on: Everybody’s Bus�ness’ and ‘Unhappy Fam�l�es, Unhappy Ch�ldren’. She �s an 
Honorary Research Fellow at the Un�vers�ty of Warw�ck, a member of Government and 
non-Government research and pol�cy adv�sory groups on ch�ldren and fam�ly �ssues, a 
member of the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l and a Board member of NCB. She �s �nter�m Ch�ef 
Execut�ve for the Nat�onal Academy for Parent�ng Pract�t�oners, wh�ch �s be�ng launched 
�n October 2007.
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Judith Masson 
Professor of Socio–Legal Studies, Bristol University 
Chair of the Education and Training Committee

Jud�th Masson �s co-author (w�th Dr Stephen Cretney and Professor 
Rebecca Ba�ley-Harr�s) of a lead�ng text, ‘Pr�nc�ples of Fam�ly Law’ (7th 
ed 200�) and teaches courses on Ch�ld Law and Internat�onal Issues  
�n Ch�ld Law. She has undertaken numerous stud�es on the way the law relat�ng to 
ch�ldren �s appl�ed �n pract�ce. These �nclude a major project on adopt�on by parents 
and step-parents – J. Masson et al., ‘Yours, M�ne or Ours’ (�98�); research on the use 
of wardsh�p proceed�ngs by local author�t�es to protect ch�ldren; on representat�on of 
ch�ldren �n ch�ld protect�on proceed�ngs; on c�v�l l�t�gat�on by ch�ldren.

Her books �nclude ‘Protect�ng Powers’ (2007) a soc�o-legal study of emergency 
�ntervent�on to protect ch�ldren; ‘Out of Hear�ng’ (�999) co-authored w�th Maureen 
W�nn-Oakley, a research-based account of ch�ldren’s exper�ence of be�ng represented 
by sol�c�tors and ch�ldren’s guard�ans �n care proceed�ngs; and ‘Lost and Found’ 
(�999) w�th Chr�st�ne Harr�son and Ann�e Pavlov�c. Th�s book was based on a three-
year act�on research study of the poss�b�l�t�es for and barr�ers to soc�al work w�th 
parents whose ch�ldren were looked after long-term and not currently �n contact w�th 
them. She �s currently co-d�rect�ng a study for the M�n�stry of Just�ce and Department 
of Ch�ldren, School and Fam�l�es prof�l�ng care proceed�ngs, and adv�s�ng on research 
on spec�al�st domest�c v�olence courts.

Apart from her un�vers�ty work Jud�th Masson has undertaken consultanc�es for 
var�ous NGOs �nclud�ng Vo�ce for the Ch�ld �n Care, Fam�ly R�ghts Group and Br�t�sh 
Agenc�es for Adopt�on and Foster�ng. She was spec�al�st adv�sor to the House of 
Commons Select Comm�ttee Inqu�ry �nto Cafcass and �s a member of the Fam�ly 
Comm�ttee of the Jud�c�al Stud�es Board.

District Judge Marilyn Mornington 
District Judge, Barnsley 
Chair of FJC Domestic Violence Working Group

Mar�lyn Morn�ngton was a barr�ster and became a D�str�ct Judge �n �994.

• K�ds Task Force Champ�on 2007

• Trustee - Henna Foundat�on

• Apr�l 2007 - guest of Pres�dent of Pak�stan- keynote speaker at Seerat Conference , 
Islamabad
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• 200�-2007 - guest of FCO/Br�t�sh Counc�l to further �n�t�at�ve to combat Honour/
Gender Cr�mes �n Pak�stan - tr�part�te tra�n�ng w�th delegat�on from Kurd�stan.

• August 2006 - speaker at Pak�stan Supreme Court Golden Jub�lee Conference 
Islamabad.

• June 2006 - Fellowsh�p – World Academy of Art and Sc�ence.

• June 2006 - guest of Saud� Arab�an Government and Royal Fam�ly - f�rst ever off�c�al 
v�s�t of women to K�ngdom of Saud� Arab�a.

• 200� - Rec�p�ent of All Party UK Parl�amentary Group ‘Fr�ends of Islam Award’.

• Member of CPS Nat�onal Work�ng Party on Honour Cr�me; ACPO Honour Based 
V�olence and Domest�c V�olence Steer�ng Groups.

• 2002-200� - Lead on UK w�de �n�t�at�ve on domest�c v�olence �n the As�an 
Commun�t�es.

• 2000 to date - Founder and Cha�r of Inter-jur�sd�ct�onal Governmental Domest�c 
V�olence In�t�at�ve ‘Ra�s�ng the Standards’.

• 200� to date - member of Lord Chancellor’s Domest�c V�olence Adv�sory Group.

• �992-200� - Cha�r of K�ds In Need and D�stress (KIND) .

• 200� to date - Patron Commun�ty D�str�ct Nurses Assoc�at�on .

• 2004-2007 - Contr�butor to and adv�sor on Cab�net Off�ce/DFES nat�onal 
programme for all secondary schools deal�ng w�th gun cr�me, drugs, forced 
marr�age, domest�c v�olence.

• 2006 - Adv�sor to research project �nto effects on ch�ld development of domest�c 
v�olence, funded by Med�cal Research Counc�l.

• Lecturer and wr�ter on Fam�ly Law and, �n part�cular, domest�c v�olence and elder 
abuse, nat�onally and �nternat�onally.

Her Honour Judge Lesley Newton 
Circuit Judge, Manchester

Lesley Newton was called to the Bar �n �977 and jo�ned chambers 
�n her home town of M�ddlesbrough. Subsequently moved to 
Manchester where she pract�sed for over 20 years. In the latter years 
she spec�al�sed �n fam�ly cases part�cularly those �nvolv�ng ch�ldren. 
Became Head of Young St Chambers �n �997.
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She was appo�nted as an Ass�stant Recorder �n �99�, Recorder �n �999 and as a 
C�rcu�t Judge �n 200�. She currently s�ts �n Manchester conduct�ng both fam�ly and 
cr�m�nal cases. Manchester �s a busy care centre and much of her workload �nvolves 
publ�c law appl�cat�ons.

She has served on numerous comm�ttees and organ�sat�ons concerned w�th the 
development of fam�ly law.

Dr Rosalyn Proops 
Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Rosalyn Proops DCH, MRCP, FRCPCH, �s a Consultant 
Paed�atr�c�an �n Norw�ch and Sen�or Lecturer at the Med�cal School, 
Un�vers�ty of East Angl�a. Rosalyn qual�f�ed �n �974 at the Un�vers�ty 
of B�rm�ngham and has worked �n the West M�dlands, Ed�nburgh 
and the Un�ted States, mov�ng to East Angl�a as a Consultant �n �987. Rosalyn was 
appo�nted as the f�rst Royal College of Paed�atr�cs and Ch�ld Health’s Ch�ld Protect�on 
Off�cer �n January 2007. Rosalyn has extens�ve exper�ence of developmental and 
soc�al paed�atr�cs and of all aspects of ch�ld protect�on work. She has held a number 
of management roles �nclud�ng Med�cal D�rector and Des�gnated Doctor for Ch�ld 
Protect�on for �2 years. Rosalyn’s part�cular �nterest �s �n �nter-d�sc�pl�nary work �n 
ch�ld protect�on and she has cons�derable exper�ence �n pol�cy development, teach�ng 
and tra�n�ng across agenc�es, part�cularly w�th soc�al care profess�onals, the pol�ce 
and the jud�c�ary. Rosalyn has a keen �nterest �n law and eth�cs and was appo�nted to 
the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l at �ts �ncept�on �n the summer of 2004.

Malcolm Richardson 
Magistrate, South Gloucestershire (resigned March 2007)

Malcolm R�chardson has been a mag�strate �n South Gloucestersh�re 
s�nce �989. He jo�ned the Fam�ly Panel on �ts creat�on. He was 
cha�rman of the Panel for s�x years unt�l he became cha�rman of the 
bench at the beg�nn�ng of 2004. He �s a trustee of the Mag�strates’ 
Assoc�at�on hav�ng been a member of �ts Counc�l s�nce �998 and serv�ng on �ts 
Fam�ly Proceed�ngs Comm�ttee for four years, three of them as cha�rman. H�s fam�ly 
just�ce �nterests are to help further the development of an �ntegrated spec�al�st serv�ce 
mak�ng opt�mal use of the mag�stracy and campa�gn�ng for the �nfrastructure and 
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profess�onal resources to enable such use. Most recently he was a member of the 
Adv�sory Group to the DCA Ch�ld Care Proceed�ngs System Rev�ew.

He �s also a global bus�ness management consultant spec�al�s�ng �n the h�gh-
technology and chem�cals �ndustr�es, adv�s�ng on and help�ng fac�l�tate the 
�mplementat�on of bus�ness transformat�on strateg�es and most part�cularly on the 
creat�on and explo�tat�on of partnersh�ps and all�ances.

Khatun Sapnara  
FJC lead on Diversity issues

Khatun Sapnara has been a pract�s�ng barr�ster for �6 years. She read 
law at the London School of Econom�cs and pract�ses exclus�vely �n 
fam�ly law. She �s a member of Coram Chambers �n Temple, London, 
wh�ch �s a spec�al�st fam�ly law set.

Khatun has extens�ve exper�ence of cases �nvolv�ng pr�vate law (res�dence and contact 
d�sputes) and publ�c law (care) proceed�ngs pursuant to the Ch�ldren Act �989; ch�ld 
abduct�on; domest�c v�olence; adopt�on and Wardsh�p. She var�ously represents the 
range of part�es – parents and other fam�ly members, ch�ldren, ch�ldren’s Guard�ans 
local author�t�es and the Off�c�al Sol�c�tor.

Khatun serves on the FJC’s execut�ve comm�ttee, both the Ch�ldren �n Safeguard�ng 
Proceed�ngs and the Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es Comm�ttees, and �s cha�r of the D�vers�ty 
Comm�ttee. She was elected to the comm�ttee of the Fam�ly Law Bar Assoc�at�on 
�n 200�. On behalf of the Jud�c�al Stud�es Board, she regularly undertakes d�vers�ty 
tra�n�ng of Judges s�tt�ng �n fam�ly law cases.

Khatun �s on the govern�ng body of a state secondary school �n London and a D�rector 
of “Project Freshstart,” a reg�stered char�ty prov�d�ng educat�on and employment 
tra�n�ng for soc�ally excluded young people. She �s also Cha�r of “Ash�ana”, a refuge 
and outreach support serv�ce for women from South As�an, Turk�sh and Iran�an 
backgrounds exper�enc�ng domest�c v�olence or at r�sk of forced marr�age.

Khatun �s of Bangladesh� or�g�n and speaks Bengal� and Sylhet�. She �s marr�ed w�th 
two ch�ldren and l�ves �n London.
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Beverley Sayers

Beverley �s one of the co-founders of Fam�ly Med�at�on Manchester 
Ltd. She has been med�at�ng w�th them s�nce �994.

She acts as a profess�onal pract�ce consultant (PPC) for the Fam�ly 
Med�ators Assoc�at�on (FMA) and Resolut�on (formerly SFLA, the 
Sol�c�tors Fam�ly Law Assoc�at�on). Her PPC work covers med�ators across the North 
West and �n London.

Beverley �s a member of the FMA tra�n�ng team and runs med�at�on courses �n the 
North West for Resolut�on. She was part of the Relate/FMA team that took med�at�on 
awareness tra�n�ng to the jud�c�ary throughout the later part of the �990s. More 
recently she co-convened and cha�red a conference ’Work�ng In Partnersh�p’ and co-
convened a med�at�on awareness tra�n�ng for the Manchester jud�c�ary. She recently 
ref�ned th�s med�at�on awareness tra�n�ng and presented �t to the L�verpool and 
Chester jud�c�ary as the bas�s of a model to be used nat�onw�de.

Beverley was one of the or�g�nal team assess�ng competence of med�ators for the Legal 
Serv�ces Comm�ss�on as �t launched �ts publ�cly funded med�at�on serv�ces �n �997, pr�or 
to becom�ng a med�ator competence assessor for the UK College of Fam�ly Med�ators.

She s�ts on the Board of the Fam�ly Med�ators Assoc�at�on and �s Cha�r of the FMA 
Compla�nts Sub-comm�ttee. She �s a member of Resolut�on.

In January 2007 she became the med�at�on representat�ve on the Fam�ly Just�ce 
Counc�l and jo�ned the Ch�ldren �n Fam�l�es (Pr�vate Law) comm�ttee and the Domest�c 
V�olence Work�ng Group. She �s the FJC sponsor for the Chester and Stafford LFJCs. 
As the FJC Med�at�on representat�ve, she w�ll shortly be attend�ng the Parents Forum 
to be held �n the House of Commons. She has also recently presented a workshop at 
the European Parl�ament, to a group of MEPs who are look�ng �nto extend�ng the use of 
med�at�on �n the European Un�on. She sees an essent�al part of her FJC role as keep�ng 
med�at�on at the forefront of the fam�ly just�ce system and has begun to develop 
a d�alogue w�th med�ators from all lead bod�es. She �s comm�tted to develop�ng 
strong work�ng l�nks w�th other stakeholders �n fam�ly just�ce, and she �s currently �n 
d�scuss�ons to co-convene a further ’Work�ng In Partnersh�p’ conference �n 2008.
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Ex–Off�c�o members

Bruce Clark 
Head of Vulnerable Children Division, DfES (now Deputy Head of 
Partnerships, Department for Children Schools and Families)

Bruce Clark �s a D�v�s�onal Manager w�th�n the Ch�ldren, Young People and Fam�l�es 
D�rectorate of the DfES. He �s respons�ble for pol�cy relat�ng to looked after ch�ldren, 
adopt�on, the sponsorsh�p of Cafcass and for publ�c and pr�vate law Ch�ldren Act 
�ssues. Bruce has been a c�v�l servant s�nce �999, follow�ng prev�ous work as a soc�al 
work pract�t�oner and manager w�th�n three local author�t�es and the NSPCC.

Peter Clarke 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales

Peter Clarke, who sadly d�ed �n January 2007, was the f�rst Ch�ldren’s Comm�ss�oner 
for Wales and the f�rst UK Comm�ss�oner for Ch�ldren. The Off�ce of Ch�ldren’s 
Comm�ss�oner for Wales has an overarch�ng a�m to ‘promote and safeguard r�ghts 
and welfare of ch�ldren’ �n Wales. The jo�nt Cafcass and FJC Young People’s group 
was set up at h�s suggest�on and has been act�ve and successful. It has been able to 
ensure that the vo�ces of ch�ldren are heard loud and clear by those mak�ng pol�cy and 
adm�n�ster�ng the fam�ly just�ce system and stands as a f�tt�ng memor�al to h�s work 
and comm�tment.

Janet Douglas 
Head of Consular Assistance Group, Consular Directorate, FCO

Janet Douglas has been Head of Consular Ass�stance Group �n the Fore�gn and 
Commonwealth Off�ce’s Consular D�rectorate s�nce 2004. The Group handles 
�nd�v�dual case-work �nvolv�ng Br�t�sh nat�onals who get �nto d�ff�cult�es overseas. 
Th�s can �nclude anyth�ng from m�nor acc�dents to hostage s�tuat�ons, and from lost 
passports to murder �nvest�gat�ons. The Group also supports Br�t�sh people �n a range 
of fam�ly law related cases such as ch�ld abduct�ons, matters �nvolv�ng m�nors and 
forced marr�ages. It also has respons�b�l�ty for mon�tor�ng and safeguard�ng the human 
r�ghts of Br�tons overseas - �nclud�ng those �n pr�son, and part�cularly those who have 
suffered m�streatment, or have been sentenced to death.
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Terry Grange 
Chief Constable of Dyfedd Powys

Follow�ng pol�ce serv�ce w�th the Metropol�tan Pol�ce and the Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary, Terry Grange was appo�nted Ch�ef Constable of the Dyfed-Powys 
Pol�ce �n March 2000.

Terry Grange s�ts on the follow�ng nat�onal Assoc�at�on of Ch�ef Pol�ce Off�cers’ (ACPO) 
Bus�ness Areas: Ch�ef Constable’s Counc�l and Cr�me. He holds the ACPO personal 
cr�me portfol�o on the ACPO Cr�me Comm�ttee. As such he has an overv�ew of Domest�c 
V�olence, harassment, rape, hom�c�de, combatt�ng ch�ld abuse on the �nternet as well as 
hav�ng ch�ld protect�on and the management of sex offenders as h�s own bus�ness areas.

S�nce hold�ng the portfol�o he has g�ven ev�dence to the Home Affa�rs Select 
Comm�ttee on the�r enqu�ry �nto the pol�ce �nvest�gat�ons of h�stor�c �nst�tut�onal ch�ld 
abuse and to the V�ctor�a Cl�mb�e �nqu�ry.

Sheridan Greenland OBE 
HMCS

Sher�dan Greenland �s currently HMCS D�rector for the Care Proceed�ngs Programme 
and Head of C�v�l and Fam�ly Bus�ness Systems w�th�n the C�v�l and Fam�ly 
D�rectorate, wh�ch �s now part of the M�n�stry of Just�ce. Sher�dan currently also holds 
respons�b�l�ty as sen�or respons�ble off�cer for the Un�f�ed Fam�ly Serv�ce Programme.

Hav�ng qual�f�ed as a barr�ster, Sher�dan entered the Mag�strates’ Courts Serv�ce 
�n �984 �n�t�ally as a legal adv�ser. By �998 she acted as Clerk to the Just�ces. She 
was seconded to both Her Majesty’s Courts Serv�ce Inspectorate and the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department, and �n �999 was appo�nted Just�ces’ Ch�ef Execut�ve �n 
Surrey. When Her Majesty’s Courts Serv�ce was created she was appo�nted Area 
D�rector for fam�ly work �n London, subsequently mov�ng to her present pol�cy role 
w�th�n the C�v�l and Fam�ly D�rectorate.

Carolyn Hamilton  
Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England

Carolyn Ham�lton �s the Sen�or Legal Adv�ser for the Comm�ss�oner for Ch�ldren �n 
England and the D�rector of the Ch�ldren’s Legal Centre. She �s a pract�s�ng barr�ster 
at One, K�ngs Bench Walk. Carolyn read law at the Un�vers�ty of Br�stol, mov�ng f�rst to 
teach at the Un�vers�ty of Manchester and then the Un�vers�ty of Essex where she holds 
a Cha�r �n Law.
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She has extens�ve exper�ence of ch�ld law �ssues, and part�cularly of �nternat�onal 
human r�ghts �ssues relat�ng to ch�ldren. Carolyn �s part�cularly �nterested �n ensur�ng 
ch�ldren’s vo�ces are heard and the�r �nterests are represented. She works as a 
consultant for Un�cef, ma�nly �n the ex-Sov�et Republ�cs, focus�ng on reform of ch�ld 
protect�on and ch�ld welfare. She has publ�shed numerous books and art�cles on ch�ld 
law �nclud�ng Butterworths ‘Fam�ly Law �n Europe’.

She was appo�nted to the Fam�ly Just�ce Counc�l to represent the Ch�ldren’s 
Comm�ss�oner. In add�t�on to the ma�n Counc�l, she serves on the Vo�ce of the Ch�ld 
Sub-Group.

Dafydd Ifans 
Chief Executive, Cafcass CYMRU

Dafydd Ifans �s the sen�or c�v�l servant w�th�n the Welsh Assembly Government who 
�s the Ch�ef Execut�ve of Cafcass CYMRU. Respons�b�l�t�es for Cafcass funct�ons 
�n Wales became the respons�b�l�ty of the Nat�onal Assembly for Wales on the �st 
of Apr�l 200�. The organ�sat�on �s now a separate ent�ty to Cafcass �n England and 
�s a D�v�s�on w�th the Welsh Assembly Government. A framework document �s �n 
place to ma�nta�n �ts profess�onal �ndependence, wh�ch holds the Ch�ef Execut�ve 
d�rectly accountable to the M�n�ster for Soc�al Just�ce and Regenerat�on for Cafcass 
operat�ons �n Wales.

Angela Lake Carroll 
Head of Children and Family Services 
Legal Services Commission (until September 2006)

Angela Lake Carroll has worked extens�vely �n pr�vate and publ�c law and �s also an 
accred�ted med�ator. She prev�ously acted as an �ndependent external consultant to 
the Fam�ly Adv�ce and Informat�on Serv�ce (FAInS) p�lot project, and as wr�ter and 
presenter of the programme of profess�onal development for fam�ly sol�c�tors �nvolved 
�n the pre-p�lot phase of the project.

Angela �s formerly the Ch�ef Execut�ve of the Fam�ly Med�ators Assoc�at�on (FMA), 
and a wr�ter and speaker on fam�ly med�at�on and fam�ly law �ssues. She �s a tra�ner �n 
med�at�on and alternat�ve d�spute resolut�on techn�ques �nclud�ng collaborat�ve law, and 
author of ‘Foundat�on Tra�n�ng �n Fam�ly Med�at�on’ for FMA. She has also wr�tten tra�n�ng 
on d�spute resolut�on for the Sloven�an Fam�ly Court on behalf of the ADR Group.
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A former lecturer for Oxford Un�vers�ty, Faculty of Law (Cont�nu�ng Educat�on), she 
was also respons�ble for wr�t�ng and p�lot�ng the f�rst ser�es of lectures �n ‘Med�at�on 
and Law �n Context’, wh�ch cons�dered the use of med�at�on �n var�ous sett�ngs, 
�nclud�ng �nternat�onal d�sputes.

A graduate of Law and Psychology, and a former Guard�an ad L�tem, she has a 
part�cular �nterest �n ch�ldren and fam�ly �ssues. She �s a member of the Nat�onal 
Youth Advocacy Serv�ce Profess�onal Adv�sory Group, UK Collaborat�ve Law Steer�ng 
Group and Resolut�on (formerly SFLA) Accred�tat�on Adv�sory Group. She �s a former 
member of the Independent Tr�bunal Serv�ce (Ch�ld Support Appeals).

Diana Luchford 
Head of the Youth Justice and Children Unit (YJCU), Home Office.

The a�m of YJCU �s to develop youth cr�me prevent�on , early �ntervent�on and youth 
just�ce pol�cy and law, to ensure �mplementat�on and del�very �nclud�ng by sponsor�ng 
the Youth Just�ce Board and to ensure that Home Off�ce �nterests are represented �n 
the development of the ch�ldren’s agenda.

Amy Nicholas 
Department of Health

Deputy Head of the Ch�ld Health and Matern�ty Branch �n the Department of Health, 
w�th spec�f�c respons�b�l�ty for ch�ld health pol�cy

Amy N�cholas’ portfol�o covers �mplementat�on of the Nat�onal Serv�ce Framework 
for Ch�ldren, �nclud�ng NHS safeguard�ng of ch�ldren. She jo�ned the Department of 
Health �n �992 hav�ng worked extens�vely �n NHS management and publ�c health.

Mark Ormerod CB 
Director, Civil and Family Justice, DCA/HMCS

Mark Ormerod was appo�nted D�rector, C�v�l and Fam�ly Just�ce MOJ/HMCS �n Apr�l 
200�. He has also worked �n the Lord Chancellor’s Department, the Home Off�ce and 
the Cab�net Off�ce. He was Pr�vate Secretary to the Lord Chancellor (Lord Mackay of 
Clashfern) �99�-�996.
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Crispin Passmore  
Director, Community Legal Service (from September 2006)

Cr�sp�n Passmore �s D�rector, Commun�ty Legal Serv�ce at the Legal Serv�ces 
Comm�ss�on. Or�g�nally appo�nted to the role �n October 2004 to cover non-fam�ly 
c�v�l pol�cy, the role expanded �n August 2006 to �nclude fam�ly legal a�d. H�s role now 
covers pol�cy development across the full range of c�v�l legal a�d from fee structures 
to ensur�ng cons�stent access to h�gh qual�ty serv�ces. He started work at Legal 
Serv�ces Comm�ss�on as Head of Imm�grat�on Serv�ces �n February 2004, respons�ble 
for the �mplementat�on of a major package of reforms to asylum legal a�d. Prev�ously 
he had managed Coventry Law Centre, lead�ng �t through a per�od of �nnovat�on and 
expans�on that enhanced �ts nat�onal reputat�on for del�ver�ng a range of excellent 
legal serv�ces to �ts local commun�ty cover�ng n�ne areas of law. Cr�sp�n has also 
worked �n a CAB as both a volunteer and pa�d adv�ser.

Christine Smart 
Cafcass

Chr�st�ne has been Ch�ldren’s R�ghts D�rector for Cafcass for two years. Chr�st�ne 
brought to the role �8 years of work�ng d�rectly w�th ch�ldren w�th�n a soc�al work 
context and a demonstrable pass�on and talent for champ�on�ng the r�ghts of ch�ldren.

Born �n Sr� Lanka and ra�sed �n S�ngapore, Chr�st�ne Smart qual�f�ed w�th a Masters 
and CQSW from Warw�ck Un�vers�ty �n �986. She worked w�th�n Ch�ldren and Fam�ly 
teams �n Soc�al Serv�ces pr�or to becom�ng a full t�me Ch�ldren’s Guard�an �n �999. 
She jo�ned Cafcass �n Apr�l 2002 as a Serv�ce Manager �n Buck�nghamsh�re and 
became Reg�onal D�rector for the North West and Yorksh�re and Humbers�de reg�ons 
of Cafcass �n September 200�.

“My appo�ntment as the f�rst Ch�ldren’s R�ghts D�rector for Cafcass was a 
reconf�rmat�on of our organ�sat�on’s comm�tment to plac�ng ch�ldren and young people 
as our number one pr�or�ty �n every aspect of our work.”
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Family Justice Council Expenditure 2006-7 Budget amount £324,554.00

Staff�ng Costs £�49,9��.00

Staff Travel and Subs�stence  £962.2�

Members’ Travel and Subs�stence  £8,�72.29

Research projects  £29,6��.9�

Consumables (Stat�onery, Telecoms, Computer)  £2,976.�6

Recru�tment  £��0.00

Consultancy  £�,80�.00

Publ�cat�ons and Publ�c�ty (�nclud�ng Annual Reports)  £8,062.84

Events and Conferences  £��,2�6.�6

Cater�ng  £9�2.97

Total: £435,846.74

The Counc�l overspent �ts staff budget for the year, w�th the agreement of the M�n�stry 
of Just�ce. Th�s was to prov�de add�t�onal �nter�m support follow�ng a rev�ew of the 
Counc�l’s operat�on follow�ng establ�shment. The Counc�l was w�th�n budget on all non 
staff areas. Staff�ng costs for the f�nanc�al year 2007-08 w�ll be cons�derably less.

Annex C

Expend�ture 2006-07 and 
Budget for 2007-08
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Family Justice Council Projected Spend for 2007-8

Staff�ng Costs £227,000

Staff Travel and Subs�stence  £2,200

Members’ Travel and Subs�stence  £�4,��0

Research projects  £��,000

Consumables (Stat�onery, Telecoms, Computer)  £�,600

Recru�tment  £6,000

Consultancy  £2,000

Publ�cat�ons and Publ�c�ty (�nclud�ng Annual Reports)  £2�,000

Events and Conferences  £27,7�0

Cater�ng  £�,�00

Total: £318,000
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Annex D

Bus�ness Plan 2007-08
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How to contact the Family Justice Council

The Family Justice Council can be contacted at:

  Family Justice Council 
  Room E201, East Block 
  Royal Courts of Justice  
  Strand  
  London  
  WC2A 2LL

Telephone 020 7947 7333

Fax  020 7947 7875

email  fjc@hmcourts-service.gsi.gov.uk

website www.family-justice-council.org.uk

The Family Justice Council welcomes and indeed encourages general comments from 
members of the public on the operation of the family justice system. It is, however, 
entirely an advisory body and has no power to make changes in that system. In 
addition it cannot comment on any individual court action or dispute, the conduct of 
any legal practitioner or judge and is unable to provide legal or procedural advice.

Further information about the Council’s work is available on the Council’s website 
including:

 • Summaries of Council meetings

 • The membership of the Council

 • Copies of responses to consultation papers and other relevant documents

 • Copies of the Council’s Annual reports
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